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God’s Way of Salvation 
Romans 11: 6 – 10 

• The main point of last week was that all during the time of Israel’s unfaithfulness, that 
God was at work preserving a remnant to be saved. 
o As Elijah complained to God, about Israel, saying: 

Romans 11: 3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I 
alone am left, and they seek my life.” 

o God replied and said, “No Elijah, you are wrong.” 

Romans 11: 4 “I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to 
Baal.” 

o And then Paul gave us a commentary on God’s reply in verse 5, which was my 
point of emphasis. 

Romans 11: 5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.  

• No matter how dark things may seem, God is at work, through grace, bringing 
salvation to a remnant.  He has done it throughout history.  Why? 

Isaiah 46: 9 – 10  “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, 
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My 
counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.” 

o God is sovereign and is in control of all things, from the creation, to the history of 
Israel, to the bringing forth of the Messiah, to the salvation of a remnant, His 
elect, God’s purpose is sure and certain.  God is at work, even when the darkness 
of this world seems to envelop us. 
▪ No matter how bad things look, there is no reason for pessimism, because 

our God reigns!   
➢ The Church is the church of the living God, and she will continue and do 

her work until the fulness of the Gentiles and Israel is saved.  It is a sure 
and certain thing.  Not because of us, but according to the work of God 
in election. 

➢ No matter how strong the enemy may seem, no matter how they may 
blaspheme, and seem to be frustrating God’s purpose, the purpose of 
God is sovereign and sure and will be carried out.  A remnant will be 
saved by grace. 

• Notice how God worded His reply to Elijah.     

Romans 11: 4 “I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to 
Baal.” 

o Why didn’t those 7000 bend the knee?  Because God had kept them for himself.  
They were kept for God by the power of God.  This is an illustration of the great 
doctrine of the perseverance of the saints.  Or as Paul puts it in: 

Philippians 1: 6 He who began a good work in you will see it through till the day of completion. 

▪ If you are God’s elect, God will keep you for himself. 
o Why does God do that?  Sovereign grace.   

▪ Think what Paul is teaching us.  If you are here today, worshipping God in 
Spirit and in truth, it is not because you are smarter, or more clever, or more 
pious than others.  It is because God has sent His Spirit to rest upon you, and 
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make you alive again in Christ, so that you could be adopted into God’s 
family, and made a true worshipper. 

Ephesians 2: 4 – 5  But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved. 

• The remnant, those whom God is preserving, are saved, and kept by the grace of God.   

Romans 11: 6 – 10  But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise, grace 
would no longer be grace.  7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect 
obtained it, but the rest were hardened, 8 as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes 
that would not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day.”  9 And David says, “Let 
their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for them; 10 let their 
eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and bend their backs forever.” 

• The great English preacher, Charles Spurgeon once said that the job of the preacher is 
to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.  I think that is true, and it very 
much follows Jesus’ method of ministry.   
o To the outcasts of society, the sick, the lame, the demon possessed, tax 

collectors, and sinners, he brought the comfort of God’s love and grace. 

Matthew 12: 17 – 20 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 18 “Behold, 
my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.  I will put my 
Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. 19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud, 
nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets; 20 a bruised reed he will not break, and a 
smoldering wick he will not quench.” 

o But people who are fat, happy, and enjoying the comforts of this life, need 
confrontation, that brings brokenness and repentance.  That’s why Jesus was so 
hard on the Pharisees, saying things like this: 

Matthew 23: 27 – 28  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are 
like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's 
bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you 
are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

o There are bruised reeds and smoldering wicks, who need to be comforted, but 
there are also many of us, including me, who are quite comfortable in life, and we 
need some confrontation, because, in our comforts, we are in far more spiritual 
danger, then those who are here feeling broken by life. 
▪ Why?  Think what happens in this account from Luke’s Gospel. 

Luke 7: 36 - 39 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's 
house and reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she 
learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of 
ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her 
tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the 
ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching 
him, for she is a sinner.” 

▪ In that account, who got Jesus, the Pharisee, or the sinful woman?  
Obviously, it was the sinful woman, she couldn’t stop showing love to Jesus.  
Whereas Simon the Pharisee treated Jesus with complete disdain.  In fact, 
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notice what Simon the Pharisee does to Jesus in verse 39.  He not only judges 
the sinful woman, but he also judges Jesus.   

▪ Simon’s behavior toward Jesus is more than a social faux-pas, it is a complete 
snub.  He doesn’t do even the basic things for Jesus that a host should have 
done and doing his best to afflict the comfortable Jesus calls him out.   

Luke 7: 44 – 46  turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 
ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment.  

▪ Simon the Pharisee had completely taken Jesus for granted, while the sinful 
woman, couldn’t stop loving Jesus.  Why?  Jesus explains in a parable that 
takes place in the middle of the account. 

Luke 7: 40 - 46 Jesus answering said to him “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he 
answered, “Say it, Teacher.”  41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. 
Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he 
cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.”….47 Therefore I tell 
you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, 
loves little.”  

▪ Afflicted, sinful and broken, the woman fell at Jesus’ feet.  Comfortably 
smug, proud, and arrogant, Simon snubbed Jesus.  The broken see their debt 
and need for forgiveness and feel the power of grace.  The comfortably smug 
miss it all.  

• Depending on how we see ourselves we are either drawn to Jesus or we are pushing 
Jesus away.  We only come for grace when we see our need for grace. 
o Think of the words that Jesus spoke to the church in Laodicea in:  

Revelation 3: 15 - 19 “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were 
either cold or hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out 
of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that 
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined 
by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the 
shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 
19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. 

• The afflicted in life, may not know who the savior is but they know they need one.  But 
the comfortable in life, forget they need a savior, forget they need to repent.    Just 
like with Simon the Pharisee, it was the prosperity of the Laodiceans that kept them 
from seeing the truth of their afflicted state.     

• If you know about the savior, but see no need for the savior, are you truly saved? 

• In the verses that Paul writes to the Romans, there is great comfort for the afflicted, 
but there is also affliction for the comfortable, and that is a good thing because our 
ability to receive the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ hangs in the balance.   

1. Comfort for the afflicted 

Romans 11: 5 – 6 at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it 
is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise, grace would no longer be grace. 
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• Right there is comfort for the afflicted.  Why were the sins of that sinful woman 
forgiven?  Grace.  The works she did, washing Jesus’ feet, drying them with her hair, 
anointing them, weren’t works to earn grace.  That had already been given.  She didn’t 
earn Jesus’ love and forgiveness, it was grace, totally free, totally unmerited.  Her 
loving actions were a response to grace, not the reason for grace. 

• God’s choice of you to be part of the remnant being saved is not based on works—
who you are and what you do, but on grace alone.  Do you realize what that means for 
you this morning?  If you are here and you have made a total mess of your life, or even 
a partial mess of your life, there is still hope for you.   
o Don’t let this pass you by.  The woman Luke tells us about in chapter 7 was a 

scandalous woman.  You can tell that everyone in town knew she was sinful by 
what Simon the Pharisee says.  I don’t think there is a person in the room this 
morning that can make that claim about themselves—that they are so bad, so 
sinful, that they are the talk of the town.  But this woman was, and the grace of 
Jesus Christ found her, just like it can find you. 

• Salvation is not based on you and what you do.  It is based on grace.  Grace is a gift.  It 
is not earned and never can be earned.  All you have to do to have grace is to open 
your hand to receive it, and then respond to it, worshipping Jesus. Just like the sinful 
woman did. 
o You don’t have to work to make yourself good enough for God’s grace to come to 

you, you just have to see that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.  
In other words, you just need to see your need.  
▪ The comfortable, who I am about to try to afflict, have a hard time seeing 

their need, because either our physical wealth, or our moral wealth (things 
we do that make it look like we are good people), or our theological wealth 
(truths we know that make it seem like we have it all figured out) blind us to 
the poverty of our sin.  But when you are afflicted, the need is right there, 
front and center, staring you in the face.   

• So, if you see yourself as broken and sinful, cheer up.  You actually have a leg up on 
everybody else in the room.  You have an inside track to grace.  You see your need, 
where most of us, like Simon the Pharisee, are blind to it, too busy in our goodness to 
see our badness. 
o Think of another scandalous woman that Jesus met at a well in Samaria in chapter 

4 of John’s Gospel.  John tells us that when Jesus met that woman, it was the 
middle of the day, about noon.  Why does John tell us that detail?  Because it 
shows us the sinfulness and brokenness of the woman, Jesus was about to 
encounter.  You can tell from this detail that this woman was also the talk of her 
town. 
▪ Noon was not the hour that most women would go to the well to draw water 

for the day.  Usually, it was done in the morning, and it was a social time.  
Just as people gather around the water cooler in the modern office to share 
news and gossip, women of Jesus’s day gathered at the town well in the 
morning to socialize.   

▪ But this Samaritan woman that Jesus is about to encounter in John 4, comes 
in the middle of the day.  Why?  Because she is the object of the water cooler 
gossip.  As we find out later in the account, she can’t keep a husband.  In 
fact, she has been married five times, and the man she is currently living with 
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isn’t her husband.  She is afflicted, broken and she slinks off to the well in the 
middle of the day so as to not encounter any other women.  But by divine 
appointment, she does encounter Jesus, and in her brokenness, encounters 
grace. 

John 4: 13 – 15  Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 
again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.  The 
water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to 
draw water.” 

▪ Why was she so ready to take and drink the living water of grace that Jesus 
offered to her?  Because she knew the truth of who she was.  She was ready 
to drink in the living water of grace because she knew how thirsty she was. 

• The Gospel is not some self-improvement program, in which Jesus comes alongside of 
you and helps you to be a better person.  The Gospel is that Jesus comes and takes 
your broken life and gives you a completely new life in him.   

2 Corinthians 5: 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!  

o The grace of the Gospel in Jesus Christ doesn’t fix your old life, it brings you new 
life.  How?  Paul tells us just a few verses later. 

2 Corinthians 5: 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

▪ At the cross Jesus takes all your sin all the mess you have made of life, all the 
brokenness and pays the penalty for you and then in exchange Jesus gives 
you his record of righteousness as your own.   

▪ A new life, a new record, and all you have to do to have it all as your own is 
to realize your affliction, your sinfulness, your brokenness.  In the Gospel of 
God there is great comfort for those who know their affliction. 

2. Affliction for the comfortable (Romans 11: 7 – 10) 

• Why would I want to afflict the comfortable?  Because like I just said, it is only in 
affliction that we see our need for the Gospel and Jesus.   
o Think about it, even apart from Jesus and salvation, when do you ask for help?  

When do you ask for grace, or mercy?  It is only when you need it so badly that 
you are willing to put aside your pride and cry out for it.  And if you are like me, 
filled with pride and full of yourself, the last thing you want to do is cry out for 
help and mercy, and admit you can’t do it on your own.   
▪ In fact, if you think you are competent to handle things on your own, you are 

often offended if people suggest that you need help, or grace, or mercy.  
“Why do I need that, when I have it all together?” 

▪ People who thought that they had it all together saw no need for Jesus in 
their life.  We already saw that with Simon the Pharisee.  He had his religion, 
his moral code, and in his eyes, he was knocking it out of the park, at least 
compared to that sinful woman.  So, what was the result?  He saw no need 
for Jesus and had no love for Jesus. 
➢ The same thing happens with material wealth.  That’s why, in regard to 

the rich, Jesus said this: 
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Matthew 19: 23 “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

➢ Why is it hard for the rich to enter the Kingdom?  Because the comfort 
of this life numbs them to their spiritual poverty. 

➢ As we saw with Simon the Pharisee, religion can do the same thing.  In 
fact, that is what happened to the Jews.  Look what Paul writes in: 

Romans 11: 7 Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were 
hardened.” 

➢ Simon the Pharisee is the poster child for why Israel failed to obtain 
righteousness.  They thought that they had a righteousness of their own, 
so they refused the righteousness of Christ that comes by grace not by 
works.   

• Now think about what was happening to Israel.  They were seeking the right thing, 
righteousness, but they were seeking it in the wrong way.  Think of all the blessings 
that God had given to Israel.  Paul outlined that for us in: 

Romans 9: 4 – 5  They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the 
patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, 

o Why did God give Israel all of those blessings?  To point them to Jesus who would 
be their true righteousness.  But instead, what did Israel do with them?  They 
misused the blessings seeking to turn them into their own means of 
righteousness. 

o As you read the Gospel accounts, it becomes clear that the religious people in 
Israel had no need for Jesus because they had the law, the prophets, the Temple, 
and the patriarchs.  The religious Jews of Jesus’ day thought all of those things 
were their righteousness.   
▪ They thought they were righteous because Abraham was their forefather.  

They thought they were righteous because Moses gave them the Law.  They 
thought they were righteous because they practiced the religious rites of the 
Temple and its worship.   

▪ But all of those things weren’t righteousness, in themselves, they were given 
by God to point Israel to true righteousness—Christ the Messiah. 
➢ Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old Testament Law and sacrifice.  Jesus 

was the fulfillment of the promise God made to Abraham.  Jesus was the 
true Temple. 

▪ But rather than using those things, in the way God intended, as a blessing to 
point them to Jesus, they misused those things trying to make them their 
own righteousness.    

• There is no question that all of those things were a great blessing but think what 
happened when Israel misused those blessings.  Their hearts became hard toward 
Jesus.  The things that God gave them to bless them became a curse for them.  

Romans 11: 9 their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for 
them; 

o God set the blessings of the patriarchs, the law, covenants, the Temple, and its 
worship, on the table before them, but rather than giving God thanks for those 
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gifts that pointed them to real righteousness in Jesus, they made those gifts their 
righteousness. 
▪ So, the very things God gave them to bless them turned into a snare and a 

trap, because they misused them for their own ends to try to have a 
righteousness of their own. 

▪ And as those became a snare and a trap, look what happened. 

Romans 11: 10 their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see 

• Theologians refer to this as a judicial hardening that comes as a result of God giving 
people up to themselves.  We saw Paul discuss this at length in Romans 1. 

 Romans 1: 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to 
him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  

o Now, if you will recall, Paul is actually speaking about the Gentiles there, but here 
in Romans 11, he is applying the same truths to the Jews.  Their hearts became 
darkened, because they became foolish in their thinking, thinking that they could 
have a righteousness of their own. 
▪ So here, in verses 9-10 (quoting from Psalm 69), we see that the darkening of 

their eyes is a “retribution.” A retribution is a punishment that exactly fits 
the crime. What is the fitting punishment for a hardened heart filled with 
pride, like Simon the Pharisee’s?  A further hardening.  Think of it this way.  
People filled with pride and a hard heart, do not want God, so God gives 
them even less of himself, and as a result their hearts grow ever harder. 

▪ Pride and self-centeredness lead to hardness and lovelessness. Rejection of 
God leads to rejection from God. Though God executes it, it is a natural 
consequence. 

• This is a critical point for those of us who are comfortable in our religion to grasp.  If 
we do not allow the blessings of God to point us to faith in Jesus as our savior and fill 
our heart with gratitude for the grace which has been shown to us, the very blessings 
God has given us will become a snare and a trap for us, hardening our hearts and 
leading us into even greater condemnation. 
o Think about the Law.  If we use the law, as a scorecard of our own righteousness, 

rather than a means to show us our sin and point us to Jesus, what happens?  We 
become proud, arrogant, and self-righteous.   

o Think about all of our good theology.  If it doesn’t point us to Jesus, and grace, 
and mercy, it will become a snare and a trap making us proud. 

o Think what happens in communion if we fail to recognize the body and blood of 
Christ. 

1 Corinthians 11: 29 those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and 
drink judgment on themselves. 

▪ If we do not trust in Christ, the sacrament, which is intended to do us good, 
actually turns into a snare and a curse. 

o The same is true with baptism.  Baptism is an outward sign of an inward spiritual 
union with Christ.  There are countless people who call themselves Christians and 
have been baptized without any commitment to Christ, but for them that baptism 
is their righteousness.  But all their baptism really is is a snare and a trap. 

• When we allow anything other than Christ to become our righteousness, that’s what 
will happen every time.   
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3. So how do good, moral, religious people keep that from happening to us? 

• For those of us sitting here this morning feeling quite comfortable in our religion, we 
need to wake up and see the truth that we too are poor, pitiful, wretched , and blind.  
Simon the Pharisee’s sin was very different than the sinful woman’s but just as 
heinous, in fact more, because he treated Jesus with contempt.   
o Don’t you see how we can be like Simon, and be so convinced of our own 

goodness that our goodness become a snare and a trap for us, blinding us to our 
need for the grace of Jesus? 

• For you who are here this morning and feeling pretty good about yourself, would you 
do this?  Would you pray and ask God to show you your deep need for Jesus?   
o That sinful woman was amazed and electrified by the grace of Jesus in her life.  If 

you are not electrified by it, then maybe you are just a little more like Simon then 
you might like to think you are. 
▪ If that is where you find yourself this morning, right now, and in the days to 

follow, pray and ask God to: 

Psalm 139: 23 – 24 Search me, O God, and know my heart!  Try me and know my thoughts!  
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me and lead me in the way everlasting! 

• Look what happened in the Apostle Paul life as he allowed God to do that. 
o In AD 55 he wrote this about himself: 

1 Corinthians 15: 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God.  

o A few years later he wrote this in AD 60: 

Ephesians 3: 8 though I am the very least of all the saints, 

o Finally in AD 64, he wrote: 

1 Timothy 1: 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.  

• Advancing in the Christian life didn’t make Paul feel comfortably smug and proud.  It 
showed him more and more of his sin.  But think what happened as Paul had this 
progressive revelation concerning his sin.  He also had a progressive revelation of 
grace and mercy that changed his life. 

1 Timothy 1: 13 – 14 But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the 
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

o Every day, Paul saw himself as a greater sinner than the day before.  That killed 
every bit of his pride and allowed the grace and mercy of Christ to shape his life. 

Cheer up! You're a worse sinner than you ever dared imagine, and you're more loved than 
you ever dared hope.”  ― Jack Miller 

• Every day you are either being shaped by your human nature or by grace.  One will 
take you further and further from the love of Christ, the other will draw you deeper 
and deeper into that love. 

• The place to find grace and mercy is on your knees at the foot of the cross, the thing 
that drives you the cross is to see your sin.  Ask God to show you your sin, so He can 
show you, his grace. 

• If you see your need for grace, ask God to give you Jesus, and his righteousness as 
your own, and if you don’t see your need for grace, ask God to show you your sin. 


