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The Remnant 
Romans 9: 27 – 29  

• Scripture alone, grace alone, faith alone, Christ alone, and to God alone be the glory. 
o By now you know that we whole-heartedly affirm these 5 solas.  In fact, they are 

memorialized in stone at the entrance to our sanctuary. 

"We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone." ― Martin Luther 

o What did Luther mean by that?  Well think of the parable that Jesus told 
concerning a fruitless fig tree. 

Luke 13: 6 – 9  “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it 
but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now 
I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why 
should it use up the soil?’  8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 
around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 

• Fig trees were one of the prized fruit trees in Israel, but what good is a fruit tree if 
there is no fruit?  In this parable the fig tree represents Israel, God’s chosen people.  
But after three years, the tree is bearing no fruit—making it no different from any 
other tree.  It was a special tree, but there was nothing special about the tree.   
o The gardener pleads with the owner of the tree to give it just a little more time, 

during which the gardener will extend special care to try to coax fruit out of it—to 
help it become what it was supposed to be.  If there is fruit at the end of the year 
the tree will live, if not it will be cut down. 

o Old Testament Israel was God’s fig tree.  God planted Israel in the garden of the 
Promised Land.  He gave Israel all that it needed to grow and to thrive—the 
patriarchs, the law, the prophets, the Temple, the covenants, but there was no 
fruit, and as a result, Jesus was proclaiming that God was about to judge Israel 
and cut them off.   
▪ About 35 years after Jesus taught this parable, that’s exactly what happened.  

God allowed Rome to devastate Jerusalem, destroying the Temple and exile 
all the inhabitants of the land.  Why?  Israel had produced no fruit. 

• Think of it in these terms, God had invested the tremendous resources of His grace 
into His people.  When Israel was helpless in bondage in slavery in Egypt, with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, God freed them from their slavery and brought 
them into the Promised Land.   
o Israel had done nothing to deserve this favor.  It was all God’s grace.  God chose 

them and loved them, nurtured them, and cared for them.  Israel did nothing to 
deserve the investment of God’s grace in His gracious investment of grace. 

Deuteronomy 6: 12 – 13 be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  13 Fear the Lord your God, serve him only 

o God expected fruit to grow from the grace He had invested in them, but because 
there was no fruit, the tree was about to be chopped down. 

• The words of Jesus’ parable of the fruitless fig tree clearly are aimed at Israel, but they 
apply to us as well because God doesn’t change.  We can see this clearly in Jesus’ 
teaching of the vine and the branches in: 
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John 15: 1 – 2 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in 
me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful.  

o Through Jesus, God has made a tremendous investment of grace into our lives. 

1 Peter 1: 18 – 19 you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 
with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without blemish or spot.  

▪ Think of that.  You were bought out of slavery to sin with the precious blood 
of Christ.  What an investment of grace God has made into your life.  Just like 
with Israel God expects the fruit of grace from your life.   

▪ You are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, but the 
grace and faith that saves is never alone.  There will be fruit that grows out of 
your life as a result of grace, and faith in Christ. 

• Romans 9 and Paul’s discussion of God’s election is deep, important doctrine.  There is 
nothing more important in scripture then doctrine. It is foundational to everything 
else.  The Gospel, itself, is doctrine. 
o Biblical doctrine can be defined simply as God's truth, and apart from His truth we 

could know nothing about Him, or anything about ourselves spiritually, or how 
God looks at us, or what he wants us to be or to do, or how we can be saved.  
▪ Apart from doctrine there could be no basis for obedience, no basis for faith 

in God or in the love of God since we would know nothing about Him. 
o But scripture contains much more than just bare doctrine, much more than just 

simply information about God and about us. It also contains exhortations for 
living out the truths that we learn. Knowing and believing are one side of the coin; 
living and obeying are the other. 

James 2:17  So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

▪ In other words, doctrine without application to our life, in a way that 
changes our life, is useless.  

• Just knowing the doctrine of God's election in our heads is of no value if it does not 
enflame our hearts. My job as a pastor is not to simply teach you a theology course.  It 
is to equip you with knowledge that will enflame your heart so that the faith that 
comes from doctrine produces fruit.   
o What difference does the truth that Paul is teaching us here in Romans 9: 27 – 29 

make in our lives?  

Romans 9: 27 – 29  And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of 
Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 28 for the Lord will carry 
out his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.” 29 And as Isaiah predicted, “If the 
Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, we would have been like Sodom and become like 
Gomorrah.” And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be 
as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 28 for the Lord will carry out his 
sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.” 29 And as Isaiah predicted, “If the Lord of 
hosts had not left us offspring, we would have been like Sodom and become like Gomorrah.” 

• To begin to understand this difference we start by remembering that we are the same 
kind of people living in the same kind of world with the same God as the Israelites.  
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o They had the patriarchs, the covenants, the law, the sacrifice, the prophets but 
they also had no fruit, so they were cut off from God.  

o We too have the patriarchs, the covenants, and the law.  We have baptism, the 
Lord’s supper the preaching of the gospel, the body of Christ, which is his church, 
we have Christ, we have the Holy Spirit, we have the grace of God poured into 
our hearts in unceasing measure, what affect is all of this grace having on our 
lives? Is there fruit?  

• It's a question each of us must be asking ourselves to determine if we are just simply 
part of a covenant community, or if we are truly part of the elect of God.  There is a 
big difference between the two.   
o What is the difference?  What makes the difference?  What difference does the 

difference make?  Those are the questions that we are going to consider today.   

• Why does the Apostle Paul include these two quotes from the prophet Isaiah?  It is to 
come back to the point where he started in: 

Romans 9: 6 not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel 

o By using these quotes from Isaiah, Paul is making it clear that there is a huge 
difference between people who are merely part of the covenant community and 
those who are the elect of God. 

1. What is the difference between people who are merely part of a covenant 
community and people who are God’s elect? 

• Paul’s point here is that the elect of God are a remnant of the covenant community of 
God.  Now what do I mean by that?  Let me try to explain by starting with a parable 
that Jesus told in: 

Matthew 13: 24 – 30 “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his 
field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.  
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? 
Where then did the weeds come from?’  28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.  “The servants asked 
him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are 
pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the 
harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to 
be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 

• A farmer takes a plot of land and makes it his field.  In the Old Testament, we could 
say that the field represents the people of ethnic Israel.  In the New Testament, we 
could say the field represents what we would call the visible church.   
o The farmer plows it and prepares the field, and then plants good seed in it.  In the 

night, under the cover of darkness, his enemy comes, and spreads weed seeds 
that will grow and look like the wheat, right up until the time leading into the 
harvest.  It is only then that the difference becomes evident between the wheat 
and the weeds.  The wheat will form the head of grain, and the weeds will not.  
Until that time the plants occupy the same field and look the same.  

• This parable that Jesus taught illustrates what Paul is trying to teach us concerning a 
remnant.   
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o Out of all of the people of the earth God sets apart a people to be his covenant 
community, but within that covenant community are two very different groups of 
people both weeds and wheat.  The weeds are those people in the covenant 
community who look like the real deal.  They grow in the same field.  They soak 
up all the benefits of being in the covenant community.   
▪ In the context of the Old Testament covenant community of Israel, they 

soaked up the patriarchs, the prophets, the law, the sacrifice—all the 
blessings that God gave especially to those who were part of the Old 
Testament nation of Israel. 

▪ In the context of the New Testament covenant community, it is all those who 
are part of the church and therefore able to soak up and soak in all of the 
means of grace that are available to God’s covenant people in the church:  
baptism, the Lord’s Supper, the preaching of the word, the worship, the 
community of fellow believers.   

o But there are some, maybe many, who in spite of soaking all those things up 
never produce fruit. 

o But in both the Old Testament covenant community and the New Testament 
covenant community, there is a remnant of people, a subset of people who are 
the elect of God.  They are the real deal made of the good seed the farmer 
planted.  They too are soaking up all the blessings of being in the field that is 
God’s covenant community, but in the end, they take those blessings and 
produce fruit. 

• There is a definite distinction and a very different outcome between the weeds and 
the wheat.  Both grow in the same field, to the casual observer, they look very much 
alike.  But one produces fruit and the other doesn’t.  One is brought into the barn, the 
other is burned and destroyed. 

• In Romans 9: 27, Paul quoting the prophet Isaiah is looking back at the promise that 
God made to Abraham in Genesis 22: 17 where God promised to bless Abraham and 
multiply his  offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.  
o In terms of the parable of the wheat and the weeds, The covenant community 

will be teaming with plants—offspring as numerous as the sand that is on the 
seashore.  But many of the plants will be weeds that are to be destroyed rather 
than wheat that will be gathered into the barn. 

Romans 9: 27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of 
Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved. 

▪ There were countless descendants, yet out of that vast multitude only a 
remnant would actually be saved. 
⬧ For example, of all those whom God redeemed from the oppression of 

Pharaoh in Egypt, only a couple—a remnant—were permitted to enter 
the Promised Land; the vast majority did not make it and never got to 
experience the promised blessings. 

⬧ In the days of Elijah, it seemed as if the whole nation of Israel had 
become weeds and grown apostate, but God had preserved not just 
Elijah, but a remnant of 7000 like him. 
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• What about the Christian church—the New Testament covenant people of God? Are 
we safe by virtue of our membership in the visible church?  Church membership or 
receiving baptism is no guarantee of being saved.  There is a huge difference between 
merely being part of the covenant community, growing in the field with all of the 
other plants, and being part of God’s elect. 

• Not all who are in the visible covenant community, in our context, the church, are in 
the Kingdom of God.  The first point that we want to see in all of this is that there is a 
huge difference between the remnant who are the elect and the weeds that just 
happen to be growing in the same field of the covenant community. 

Isaiah 29: 13 “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me.  Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have 
been taught.” 

o In other words, there are people who look like my people, but are not really my 
people.  They may even be doing all the things my people would do, but they are 
not really my people. 
▪ The most dreadful warning Jesus gave concerns the division of the covenant 

community between the wheat and the weeds on that last day. 

Matthew 7: 21 – 23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will 
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, 
and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

• The difference between those who are merely part of the covenant community and 
the remnant who are the elect of God is life and death.  Paul emphasizes that thought 
here in these two quotes from the prophet Isaiah. 

Romans 9: 27 only a remnant of them will be saved, 28 for the Lord will carry out his sentence 
upon the earth fully and without delay.”  

Romans 9: 29 And as Isaiah predicted, “If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, we would 
have been like Sodom and become like Gomorrah.” 

o Judgment is coming.  Only a remnant will be saved and gathered into the barn.  
The weeds in the garden along with everything else that is outside the garden will 
be consumed in the fire of judgment. 

• That’s the difference between the elect of God and those who are merely members of 
the covenant community of God.  The remnant is saved from destruction. 

2. What makes the difference between mere members of the covenant community and 
the remnant that is the elect of God? 

• Think of the wheat and the weeds.  Outwardly, at least until close to harvest, they look 
the same.  But inwardly they are totally different.   

• Now let’s think in terms of the Old Testament covenant community.  In many ways, at 
least outwardly, everyone who was part of the covenant community looked the same.  
The male children all went through the ritual of circumcision, that is what marked 
them as being part of the covenant community.   
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o Beyond that, they lived under the same covenant and law, and engaged in the 
same worship and religious practices.  They offered sacrifices, celebrated 
Passover.  But think back to that verse from Isaiah. 

Isaiah 29: 13 “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me.  Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have 
been taught.” 

o Everyone who was part of the covenant community engaged in worship, but only 
some, only a remnant, were true worshippers.  What made the difference?  It is 
right there in the middle of the verse—it was the position of their heart.  Was it 
far from God, set on the things of the world, or near to God? 
▪ Those whose hearts are far from God are going through the motions of being 

in the covenant community, but their hearts are no different from the world.   
➢ Think about this.  Why does the world offer worship to whatever god 

that they worship?  Let’s be silly for just a moment.  For example, why 
offer the virgin to the volcano?  So, the volcano won’t explode and 
incinerate you. 

➢ But, when you do that, are you really worshipping the volcano god, or 
are you merely worshipping yourself?  Who is your heart really near? 

➢ This is what is at the heart of all religions.  You might call it the great 
religious bargain.  You behave, you do what is considered right and the 
god of that religion will have to reward you and bless you in some way.  
Maybe it is by not causing the volcano to explode.  Maybe it is sending 
rain.  Maybe it is getting to Nirvana, or 72 virgins in paradise, or even 
getting to a mansion over the hilltop with streets paved of gold.   

➢ In mere religion, you don’t worship the deity because you love the deity, 
you worship the deity because you love yourself, and you want the good 
things that come from pleasing the deity.  So, who are you really 
worshipping? 

• This is the question that separates the wheat from the weeds in the covenant 
community.  Do we want God for who He is, or do we want God for what He will do 
for us?  The wheat wants God for who He is and as a result they worship Him in Spirit 
and in truth.  The weeds want God merely for what God will do for them. 

“The critical question for our generation—and for every generation—is this: If you could have 
heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth, and all the food you 
ever liked, and all the leisure activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever 
saw, all the physical pleasures you ever tasted, and no human conflict or any natural disasters, 
could you be satisfied with heaven, if Christ were not there? ”   

― John Piper, God Is the Gospel: Meditations on God's Love as the Gift of Himself 

o If you can, then  really need to be honest here and confront you with the fact that 
you might just be a weed.   

• The difference between the wheat and the weeds is the inclination of the heart, and 
this is where grace comes in.  Look again at what Paul writes in: 

Romans 9: 27 only a remnant of them will be saved 

o How is a person saved?  It is not by works, not by what they do. 



7 
 

Ephesians 2: 3 – 5 Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 

o It is God’s grace that He has shown us in Jesus Christ that saves the remnant and 
nothing else.  If you are saved the only difference between you and the weed 
growing next to you is grace.  God intervening in your life. 
▪ Listen to what God told the Israelites. 

Deuteronomy 30:6  The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your 
descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

• The mark of physical circumcision was an outward manifestation of what needed to 
happen to the heart, and that circumcision of the heart only happens as God moves 
and works in grace in a person’s life. 
o We could say the same about baptism in the covenant community of the church.  

Baptism marks a person as being a member of the covenant community, and it 
represents the cleansing work of the blood of Christ as the Holy Spirit is poured 
out on a person’s life.  It is a work of grace that only God can do in a person’s life.   

o Old Testament circumcision and New Testament baptism both mark a person’s 
entrance into the covenant community.  But more than that, both symbolize God 
doing for us what we can’t do for ourselves.  We can’t circumcise our heart.  We 
can’t cleanse ourselves from our sins.  Only the grace of God can do that for us. 

• The benefit of being in the covenant community is that these signs of God’s grace are 
all around us.  They are the water and the fertilizer to help us grow in Christ. 
o The church is where the means of grace are concentrated. The church is where 

baptism and the Lord’s supper are given as signs and seals of God’s grace. 
▪ Where else can we go to hear an exposition of the Word of God? We are not 

going to hear it in the halls of Congress. We are going to find it only in the 
church—the covenant community of God. 

• The difference between the remnant and everyone else is salvation, and salvation 
comes only as a result of God’s grace.  That’s the difference that makes the difference. 

3. What difference does the difference make? 

• It was a blessing to be part of the Old Testament covenant community of Israel 
because that meant you were surrounded by all the means of grace that were 
available in the Old Testament.   

• It is a blessing to be part of the New Testament community of the church because in a 
church like Foothills you are immersed in all of the means of grace from the preaching 
of the word, to the sacraments, to the fellowship of believers.  We should give thanks 
to God for that. 

• But we also must remember, that just being immersed in the means of grace isn’t 
enough.  We actually have to be in grace.   
o Think of the means of grace as the air you breathe, the food you eat, and the 

water you drink.  What good is air, food, and water for your body if you do not 
breathe, eat, and drink? 

• In the covenant community, grace is all around us, but is it in us?  That is the real 
question.  You are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, but the 
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only way to assure yourself that you are truly part of the remnant that is being saved 
is if you test yourself to see if you are really in Christ by grace through faith. 

2 Corinthians 13: 5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or 
do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to 
meet the test!  

• Think of the difference between the weeds and the wheat that were growing in the 
same field.  What was it?  Fruit.   
o If you are part of the remnant that is saved by God’s grace, then you are a new 

creation in Christ.  No longer a weed of the field, but fruit producing wheat.   
o The test for each of us that reveals whether or not we are truly part of the 

remnant, truly in the faith, is fruit. 
▪ None of us will get straight A’s on the test, but we should be seeing changes 

in our lives that point to a genuine faith in Christ.  
➢ Do you see, in yourself, a love for God and fellow Christians, a hunger 

for the Word of God, and a desire to depend on the Lord in prayer?  Do 
you long for spiritual growth that leads to a deeper obedience that 
would mark you out as different from the world? 

➢ Does your life show fruit of true saving faith?   
➢ If it doesn’t, do you desire to do something about it?  Will you come and 

talk with me? 
➢ I hope and pray you will because eternity hangs in the balance.  Faith 

without works, without fruit, is a dead faith not a saving faith.  Listen to 
what Paul said about himself in: 

1 Corinthians 15:9-10 By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in 
vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me  

• More than any of us, Paul knew with certainty that he was saved by grace alone—“By 
the grace of God, and by grace alone, I am what I am.” 
o But Paul also knew that God’s grace could not be in vain.  It had to produce fruit.  

So, look what Paul said he did.  He labored more abundantly than anyone else—
he worked harder.     

o But look again at what Paul says, it really wasn’t him laboring at all.  It was the 
grace of God that was in him that was doing all the labor. 

o We don’t labor to get grace.  We labor because we have been given grace. 

2 Corinthians 9: 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 

• If you look at your life and the fruit is lacking, don’t despair, just ask God to make His 
grace abound in your life.  When God answers that prayer, and He will, then you will 
begin to abound in every good work. 

• Fruit doesn’t come as a result of working harder.  No matter how hard the weed may 
try, it can never produce a head of wheat.  The only way fruit will come to your life is if 
you pray and ask God to make His grace abound in your life. 

• Grace abounds in our lives as we survey the cross of Christ.  There we see our sin.  
There we see God’s mercy and love. 


