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The Manifold Glory of God 
Romans 9: 22 – 23  

• Why does God choose some, and not others? 
o Our answer to the question of why is going to be somewhat limited because: 

Isaiah 55: 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares 
the LORD. 

o There are parts of what God is doing that we cannot possibly understand, 
because they are the thoughts and plans of an infinite God, and our minds 
are very finite. 
▪ If we could know and understand all that God is doing, then God would 

be no greater than our minds can comprehend, in other words, not very 
great at all. 

o But through His word, God gives us as much as we can understand for now, 
and that is true even of the question of why God chooses some and not 
others.  We may not know or understand all of the details of the why, but 
here in Romans 9, Paul gives us the overarching reason why. 

• Romans 8 ended with the assertion that nothing can separate those who God has 
called, from God’s love in Christ Jesus.  To paraphrase what Paul writes in Romans 
8: 30, “Those who God calls will be justified and declared righteous in God’s sight, 
and those whom God justifies will be glorified and saved to eternal glory.”   
o If God calls a person to Himself, they will come, and they will be saved and 

eternally glorified, because God’s call is an effectual call. 

• But if a person looks at the Israelites, they may wonder if what Paul is saying is 
true.  God called Israel, making them His chosen people.  God promised Israel that 
the Messiah would come from them.  But when the Messiah came, in the person 
of Jesus Christ, most of Israel rejected him.   
o How could Paul’s assertion in Romans 8 be true, when it is clear that God 

called Israel and much of Israel didn’t come?  That is where Paul began in 
Romans 9.   

Romans 9: 6 – 7 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are 
descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are 
his offspring. 

o What is Paul assertion?  God’s call isn’t to a biological race of people.  It is to a 
spiritual race.  It is not about Abraham’s children who were born of the flesh.  
It is about Abraham’s children who were born of the Spirit. 
▪ And to prove that point, Paul directs our attention to the children and 

grandchildren of Abraham.  Isaac and Ishmael were both Abraham’s 
biological offspring.  God chose Isaac to be the child of the promise and 
passed over Ishmael.  Jacob and Esau were Isaac’s children, and 
Abraham’s grandchildren.  God passed over Esau and chose Jacob. 

Romans 9: 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

• The assertion is clear, God is choosing one and not choosing the other.  But that 
raises questions, like the one Paul raises in: 
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Romans 9: 14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 

o How can Paul say by no means?  It sure doesn’t seem fair at first glance.  It 
seems like God is not giving both boys the same chance.  How can it be fair 
that God will 

Romans 9: 15 have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion 

o The answer to that question lies in the verses we looked at last week. 

Romans 9: 19 – 21 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his 
will?” 20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, 
“Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the 
same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use?  

• Here, we see that not only is it just for God to choose some and not others, but it 
is also perfectly fair.  And it is fair on two levels. 
o One, God is the potter, and we are just clay.  The potter has sovereign right 

over the clay to do whatever he wants with it.  And as we talked about last 
week, we don’t have the right to turn things upside down and act as if we are 
the potter and God is the clay.   
▪ God not only can create what he wants with the clay, but when the 

creation is finished, he can do what he wants with what he created.   
▪ Because He is God, He has the sovereign right to do that.  And it really 

doesn’t matter whether we like it or not, whether we think it is fair or 
not.  God can put His creation in an art gallery for all to admire, or he can 
destroy it.  It is his sovereign choice, his sovereign right over the clay. 

o Now I admit that is not a completely satisfying answer to us because we see 
ourselves as more valuable than lumps of clay.  We are not really, but we see 
ourselves that way.  So let me take a minute and go through the second 
reason why it is completely fair for God to choose some as objects of mercy 
and others to be objects of His just wrath. 
▪ Look again at verse 21.  How many lumps of clay is Paul talking about?  

One.  Referring to one lump Paul is speaking about all of humanity. 
▪ When God made humanity, what declaration did He make? 

Genesis 1: 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  

▪ God made man not just good but very good.   

Heidelberg 6 Q. Did God create people so wicked and perverse?  

A. No. God created them good and in his own image, that is, in true righteousness and 
holiness, so that they might truly know God their creator, love him with all their heart, 
and live with God in eternal happiness, to praise and glorify him. 

▪ God made the whole lump of humanity, in His image, not just good, but 
very good.  God didn’t create one lump of good people for an honorable 
purpose and one lump for a dishonorable purpose.  God created one 
very good lump of humanity. 

▪ But then what happened when Adam and Eve sinned?  The whole lump 
of humanity became evil 
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Romans 5: 12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned 

▪ And because the whole lump of humanity became evil, what does the 
whole lump of humanity deserve? 

Ephesians 2: 1 – 3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind 

▪ When Adam and Eve sinned, the whole lump of clay went bad.  The 
whole lump deserved the just wrath of God.  That’s what’s just and fair.   

• No one who ends up in hell can complain that their fate is unfair, because they 
are getting exactly what they deserve. Because rather than living for the purpose 
that God created them to have—that is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, they 
instead chose to “live in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 
body and the mind.” 

• But for reasons all His own, God chose some of the fallen lump of humanity to be 
the objects of His mercy and love.  Justice and fairness don’t and cannot demand 
that mercy be given to all.   
o No demand can be made of mercy.  It is a gift given by the one who suffered 

the offense.   
▪ You can plead for mercy, but you cannot demand it.  The one giving 

mercy has the sovereign right to decide who to extend mercy to, because 
mercy isn’t earned.  It is a gift of grace. 

• So now see how this fits into Romans 9 and Paul’s illustration of the potter and 
the clay. 

Romans 9: 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for 
honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 

o When Adam and Eve sinned, or for that matter when you sinned, you chose 
to become a vessel for dishonorable use, and God has every right to fashion 
you into that vessel.  But God also has the absolute freedom to extend grace 
to you and mold you instead into something different—a vessel for honorable 
use.  But only the potter can make that choice. 
▪ No one who is molded into a vessel for dishonorable use can say, “That’s 

not fair.  That’s not just.” Because they are getting exactly what they 
deserve.   

o In election God comes in, softens our hearts, and makes us good. In 
hardening, God simply passes over and lets people have the way they have 
chosen.  D. James Kennedy offers a very helpful illustration here:  

“Here are five people who are planning to hold up a bank. They are friends of mine. I find out 
about it, and I plead with them. I beg them not to do it. Finally, they push me out of the way, and 
they start out. I tackle one of the men and wrestle him to the ground. The others go ahead, rob 
the bank, a guard is killed, they are captured, convicted, sentenced … The one man who was not 
involved in the robbery goes free. Now I ask you this question: Whose fault was it that the other 
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men died? … Now this other man who is walking around free—can he say, “Because my heart is 
so good, I am a free man”? The only reason that he is free is because of me because I restrained 
him. So those who go to hell have no one to blame but themselves. Those who go to heaven 
have no one to praise but Jesus Christ. Thus, we see that salvation is all of grace from its 
beginning to its end.” (Truths That Transform, pages 39-40) 

▪ The five men all come from the same lump with the same fallen desires.  
All are destined to punishment and death.  But one is saved is because, in 
mercy, someone plucked them from the lump and restrained them.   

▪ All five were friends of the restrainer, all five wanted to rob the bank, 
why did the restrainer choose the one he did?  We will never know 
because we are not told.  And no reason needs to be given.   

▪ This is how it is in our salvation.  God’s election of some and not others is 
perfectly fair and perfectly just.  And as I said last week, I will never know 
why God chose me to be the object of His affection.  All I can do is to sit 
in stunned amazement that He did.  

• In a specific sense none of us can or will know why on earth God would have 
chosen us.   
o If you think you know the reason God chose you, then please be very careful 

because that means you somehow think you have earned or merited your 
salvation.  Salvation isn’t earned it is completely a gift of God’s grace.   

• But in a very general sense, we can know why God chooses some and not others 
because Paul tells us here in Romans 9: 

Romans 9:22 - 24 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make 
known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for 
glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?  

• As we think about those words, think about the first question in our catechism.   
o What is the chief end of man? 

▪ Most of you know the answer so well, that you can rattle it off without a 
thought.  But don’t do that.  Think about it and think about what it 
means to this whole discussion. 

o Man’s chief end, that is his purpose, is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

“It's not about you. The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal fulfillment, 
your peace of mind, or even your happiness. It's far greater than your family, your career, or 
even your wildest dreams and ambitions. If you want to know why you were placed on this 
planet, you must begin with God. You were born by his purpose and for his purpose.”  Rick 
Warren The Purpose Driven Life 

▪ The purpose of everyone who is part of the lump of clay, that is 
humanity, is to glorify God.   

1. God’s main purpose in our salvation is to show forth His glory. 

• If you have been saved, Romans 9: 22 – 23 tells you why. 

Romans 9: 22 – 23 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make 
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known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for 
glory— 

o Why is God doing what he is doing—choosing some and passing over others?  
To make known the riches of His glory. 
▪ Yes, those who are saved will be glorified, but it is not about us.  It’s 

about God and His glory.   

• At first glance, it seems egotistical to us that God would be so concerned for His 
glory.  I mean after all we generally don’t admire people who are glory hogs.  But 
it is not that way with God at all. 
o God doesn’t desire that the riches of His glory would be made known because 

He is an egotistical, glory hog.  He desires it because knowing His glory is what 
is best for us.   
▪ We were created for glory, and after the fall of Adam and Eve separated 

us from the glory of God each of us has an unfulfilled longing for glory in 
our lives. An unfulfilled longing that everyone is looking for a way to be 
fulfilled. 
➢ Why do we exalt when our team wins a championship?  Why are we 

crushed when they lose?  A longing for glory. 
➢ Why do we exalt when our kids are recognized for something good?  

Why are we crushed when our children do something that causes 
embarrassment?  A longing for glory. 

➢ Why do we feel on top of the world when we get that promotion?  
Why do we feel devastated when we get fired?  A longing for glory. 

▪ We are people who crave being in the presence of glory, but the problem 
is that all of the things we look to fill the craving are very fickle.  If we 
even get them, they soon get gone. 

o We were created for glory, and the only lasting, soul satisfying glory is found 
in God.  So, knowing what we need most, knowing what is best for us, 
everything God does is to make himself and glory known to us. 

• Think about God’s purpose in creation.  It is to make His glory known. 

Psalm 19: 1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

o In creation we can see the glory of God at some level but not in its fullness.  It 
is like seeing a few rays of the sun through the clouds. 

• Through creation we can see raw glimpses of the power and wisdom of God, but 
it is only in the redemption of fallen humanity that we see the riches of His glory.   
o Why?  Because the redemption of fallen humanity shows us more of the 

attributes of our glorious God.  For example, a few weeks ago we touched on 
one of the attributes of God that we see only in the redemption story.    

Romans 9: 15 “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
have compassion.” 

▪ Theologians have a fancy word to describe what God says about Himself 
in Romans 9: 15.  It is the word aseity.  The word aseity is a 50-cent word 
that means “I Am That I Am,”  which is the name that God gave to 
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himself when he met Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 3.  It means 
that God is dependent on no one and no thing.   

▪ Nowhere do we see that more clearly than in our redemption and 
salvation.  I Am That I Am.  I will have mercy on whom I have mercy and 
compassion on whom I have compassion.  God taking a heart of stone 
and giving a heart of flesh is dependent on no one and no thing.   

▪ Apart from sin and the fall, and God choosing to save some out of the 
fall, we would not see this glorious aspect of God’s character. 

• But here in verses 22 and 23 we see five other attributes of God that we also only 
see because of sin and redemption. 

Romans 9: 22 – 23 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make 
known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for 
glory— 

o First notice the reason God is making vessels of wrath and vessels of mercy.  
It is God desiring to show forth attributes of His glory.  
▪ If you are saved, the purpose of God’s salvation isn’t so you can be 

fulfilled and happy and be united with your saved relatives for all of 
eternity.  Those things will happen as a result, but they are not God’s 
purpose in your salvation.  It is that for all of eternity, your redemption 
from sin, while others are not redeemed, makes known the riches of 
God’s glory. 

• How?  By displaying God’s wrath, God’s power, God’s patience, God’s mercy, and 
ultimately God’s glory. 
o Without sin we would not know of God’s justice, and God’s wrath, because 

there would be no canvas for them to be displayed on.  Think of the picture 
painted for us in the book of Revelation, which is taking place in heaven, as 
God’s wrath and justice are displayed. 

Revelation 19: 1 – 5  After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in 
heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for his 
judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth 
with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”  3 Once more they cried 
out, “Hallelujah!  The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.”  4 And the twenty-four elders 
and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, 
saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 5 And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you 
his servants, you who fear him, small and great.” 

▪ Now maybe it offends our modern sensibilities to celebrate God’s justice 
and God’s wrath.  But don’t you want evil to be dealt with once and for 
all?  Don’t you want sin and the brokenness of sin to be no more?  Won’t 
you celebrate when that happens? 

▪ We are not talking about finding joy in the punishment of others.  We are 
talking about finding joy in evil being dealt with rightly and justly, once 
and for all.  And isn’t it right to give praise, honor, and glory to the one 
who rules and judges justly? 
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▪ The dishonorable vessels fitted for destruction are what they are because 
God allowed them to be what they wanted to be, and God allowed it so 
that the glory of His just wrath could be fully displayed. 

o Our redemption from sin, being transformed into vessels of mercy puts the 
power of God on full display as God literally raises those dead in sin to life. 

Ephesians 2: 4 – 5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved—   

o And why does Paul say that God displays his power in raising us from death to 
life?  Because He is rich in mercy.   
▪ Our redemption also puts the mercy of God on full display.  Without sin, 

without the fall we wouldn’t know anything of God’s mercy. 
o Our redemption from sin, being transformed into vessels of mercy, displays 

the patience of God. 

2 Peter 3: 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.  

▪ 2 Peter is written to the elect, and here Peter is telling us that God is 
patiently waiting for every one of the elect to be born so that they can 
then be reborn from dishonorable vessels to vessels of mercy. 

• Satan intended the fall of Adam and Eve to disgrace God, but God took what 
Satan did and turned it to His glory—using the fall, using evil, using sin, to display 
the glory of His just wrath, His patience, His power, and His mercy, and He shows 
it all through Jesus. 

2. Without the fall, there is no need for Jesus who is the manifestation of the 
glory of God  

Hebrews 1: 3  (Jesus) is the radiance of the glory of God 

John 1: 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

• In Jesus, we see the patience of God on full display. 

John 3: 17  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.  

o God could have sent His son to execute judgment on sinful man, but instead 
God sent His son to be a display of not just the patience of God, but also, at 
the cross, the just wrath of God, the mercy of God and the power of God. 

• This is why Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory.  At the cross, God took His own 
son and fashioned him into a dishonorable vessel.  How?  By placing all of our sin 
on him. 

2 Corinthians 5: 21 (God) made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

• And as all our sin fell upon Jesus, he took the punishment that we deserved—total 
and complete separation from the glory of God. 

Matthew 27: 46 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
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• But think of why God poured out all of His just wrath on Jesus.  It was so God’s 
mercy and patience could be fully displayed to us. 

1 John 4: 9 – 10 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  

• And as God’s mercy is poured out on us through Jesus Christ, so too is His power. 

1 Corinthians 6:14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 

• Everything about our redemption, in Christ, is a lasting testimony to the glory of 
God. 

2 Corinthians 4: 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

3. We cannot know the riches of His glory without also knowing the depths of 
our sin 

• Here in Romans 9, Paul is painting a vivid contrast between dishonorable vessels 
and vessels of mercy.  Why?  To show forth the riches of God’s glory.  The less we 
see of the contrast the less glorious God will be to us. 
o If you put a bright white square on an off-white wall, you may see a little 

contrast, but it won’t be stunning.  But if you put that bright white square on 
a black wall, the contrast is vivid. 

• God makes some vessels of dishonor so that for all of eternity we can see what it 
means to be a vessel of mercy.  God made His own son a vessel of dishonor, so 
that we can see what it means to be a vessel of mercy.  Why? So, so the glory of 
God would shine forth in the radiance of His son. 
o Paul saw this stunning contrast in his own life. 

1 Timothy 1: 15 – 16 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy 
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.  

o And seeing that vivid contrast caused Paul to break out in a hymn of praise to 
God. 

1 Timothy 1: 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. 

• May we see the truth about ourselves, so that we too join in the chorus of praise 
and glory to God our savior and redeemer. 

• By the grace of God, by God’s election, you are what you are.  The more you think 
you contribute to your salvation the less vivid the contrast will be.   

• But the more you see that it is all the election of God, the patience of God, the 
power of God and mercy of God, the more vivid the contrast, the louder the hymn 
of praise will be in your life because you will see the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 


