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Three Generations of Election Reveal the Purpose of God In Election 
Romans 9: 6 - 12 

• In general people hate the idea of God choosing some and not choosing others 
and so as humans, we raise numerous objections to this doctrine, as if our 
objections really make any difference.   
o But the fact is that the doctrine of God’s election is clearly portrayed 

throughout the Bible, and nowhere more than here in Romans 9. So, if we 
really believe the Bible is the word of God then the topic of election is 
something we need to deal with and understand. 

• Why do people hate this doctrine so much?  The answers are rather simple.  It 
crushes, or at least seems to crush two things that man values above all.  Free will, 
and man’s sovereignty over his own life.   
o Now, there is no question that this doctrine definitely crushes the sovereignty 

of man over his own life.  If this doctrine is true, then man is not in control, 
God is.  After Eve took the fruit, man has desired to be in control.  Why do we 
desire to be in control?  Because we want glory for ourselves.    
▪ If we are doing anything to save ourselves, then we get glory for 

ourselves.  It doesn’t matter if salvation is works based or faith based, if 
salvation depends on something that man is doing, then man gets the 
glory, or at least a share of it.  So of course, we want to think that 
whether it’s by faith or by works that somehow, we are saving ourselves. 
➢ “I’m better than that guy over there because I am doing good works 

that will result in my salvation, and he is going to hell.” 
➢ I’m better than that girl over there because I have more faith than 

she does which will result in my salvation and her being lost.” 
➢ In either case, it something I have that is, at least in part, resulting in 

my salvation, so I am saving myself. 

• Now the question here isn’t whether or not a person needs faith in order to be 
saved.  It is clear from Scripture that we do.  The question is where does that faith 
come from?  Is it something that I conjure up on my own from within me or is it a 
gift of God?  If I conjure it up, then I get a share of the glory, if it is a gift of God 
then God gets all the glory. 
o But is salvation about us and what we do, or is it about God and what God is 

doing?  We have already seen the answer to that question in: 

Romans 8: 30  those whom (God) predestined (God) also called, and those whom 
(God) called (God) also justified, and those whom (God) justified (God) also glorified. 

▪ What does that verse say?  God didn’t just give us His son as the sacrifice 
for our sins, God also predestined, called, justified, and glorified, and I 
would submit to you that the reason one person has faith, and another 
doesn’t is because God is at work doing those things in their life. 

o We have faith because God predestined—planned our live in a such a way 
that we would encounter Him.  He put us in the family we are in, at the time 
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we are in.  He made it so we heard the truth of who God is, what God wants, 
and what God has done.  And then God sent His Spirit to call us to Himself 

Ephesians 2: 8 – 9  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

o To boast is take glory for yourself.  But in our salvation, there is no room for 
boasting because God does it all and therefore God gets all the glory. 
▪ This is really what Paul is writing about here in chapter 9.  Who is doing 

the saving, man, or God?  Who is doing the choosing, man or God?  Who 
gets the glory, man, or God?   

▪ If it comes down to a contest between God and man to see who gets the 
glory, God is going to win hands down all the time. 

Isaiah 42: 8 “I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or my 
praise to idols.” 

• That seems to be rather egotistical on God’s part, doesn’t it?  But is it really? 
o It is not quite the same, but for a moment, let’s substitute the words honor 

and respect for glory.  Why is it good for children to honor and respect their 
parents?  The parents gave them life, a home and provide for all their needs, 
and many wants.  The parents love them unconditionally.  And assuming that 
the parents are wise, then when the children honor and respect their parents 
by listening to and obeying their counsel and direction, the children’s live will 
go better, and they will be happier. 

o Now admittedly there may be a few holes in that example, because parents 
are flawed and sinful, so we don’t always do the right things, give the right 
counsel, and even love unconditionally.  But I think using this as an illustration 
you can get the idea of why it is good for God to be concerned that we would 
glorify him above all else. 

o God is infinitely greater and more glorious than any parent.  God is goodness 
and wisdom to the nth degree.  He is love.  There is nothing better for us to 
then to glorify God.  All of our true happiness is bound up in our enjoyment of 
the glory of God. 

• Think what the word glory means.  In Hebrew, the word for glory is the word 
“kavod,” and it literally means heavy.  Is there anything heavier than God?   
o When we constantly trade the glory of God for the light and airy glory of the 

things of this life we won’t find happiness, only destruction.  Out true 
happiness comes in feeding on and savoring the glory of God. 

o It is not egotistical at all for God to want us to see and savor His glory, 
because we need God’s glory for our happiness and lasting joy. 
▪ So, we need to see God’s glory and the way we see that is not just seeing 

God as the creator and sustainer of our lives it is in seeing that it is God 
alone who works salvation for us. 

• But, if it is all God, then is man anything more than just a puppet?  Does man have 
any right of self-determination—any free will to make choices, or are we all just 
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pre-programmed?  The answer to that is yes.  Yes, we have a free will, and yes, at 
least in a sense, we are pre-programmed.   
o How can both be true?  Here’s how.  God created man with a free will.  Adam 

and Eve were both free and able to choose to worship and glorify God or sin 
and rebel against God.  That is why God put the tree in the garden—to give 
them that choice.   
▪ But once they chose to rebel against God, man became preprogramed—

a lover of self rather than God—unable to exercise freedom to choose.   
▪ Because of this, after Adam and Eve sinned, man was still free to choose, 

but was unable to exercise any choice but the wrong choice.  Humanity 
became so infatuated with itself that all we could do was think of 
selfishly loving self.   

▪ Even when we did good or religious things, they weren’t a free act of 
worship to God, because those things had self as the motive.  “If I do this 
God will have to bless me or reward me.”  If that is the motive, then you 
aren’t doing what you are doing as an act of worship, you are doing what 
you are doing for self. 

▪ So, what are we left with?  God must do the choosing because our 
choosers are broken. 

• But if God does all the choosing, then why doesn’t God choose everyone? 
o This is why Paul is writing Romans 9, 10, and 11.  It is a defense not just of the 

doctrine of election but also of why God is right to elect some and not others.   

Romans 9: 6 – 13 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are 
descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they 
are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is 
not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise 
are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I 
will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had 
conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born 
and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might 
continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older 
will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

1.  God’s pattern of election 

• If we believe the God exercises any control over history or over the lives of 
people, then at least in some way we must believe in the doctrine of election. 
o When Jesus began his ministry did he call every single Israelite to be his 

disciple? No, he called 12 men.  What is that if not election?  
o As Jesus was ministering there were many lame, blind, deaf, demon 

possessed, and sick people. Did Jesus heal every single one of them? What is 
that if not election? 
▪ This is not exactly how Paul presents his doctrine, but it gets us thinking 

along the right lines. 
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• Paul makes his point concerning election by first going back to the earliest 
moments in the history of the Jewish people. Back to the patriarchs Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob to show us election operating in their personal stories. 
o Election is obvious in the case of Abraham. Abraham was a pagan.  He was 

born in the ancient city of Ur in Mesopotamia. He had no knowledge of the 
true God because no one in Ur had knowledge of the true God.  

Joshua 24: 2 Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long 
ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of 
Nahor; and they served other gods. 

▪ The god that Abraham was worshipping was probably Nanna--the moon 
god because that was the god worshipped in Ur at the time of Abraham. 

▪ To find God, Abraham didn’t come to God.  God came to Abraham.  
Abraham didn’t choose God.  God could have gone to anyone living at 
that time, but God chose Abraham. . What is that?  Election. 

• But some might argue that is just God choosing one man at one time for one 
purpose to begin a nation that would be God's chosen people. But think of the 
context in which Paul is writing.  He is not talking about nations.  He is talking 
about individuals. 

Romans 9: 6 – 7 For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not 
all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, 

o So, Paul doesn't stop with Abraham he goes to the next generation, Isaac. 

Romans 9: 7 – 9 “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is 
not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the 
promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: “About this time 
next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 

▪ Now, we have to go back in Old Testament history and remind ourselves 
that Isaac was not Abraham’s first-born son. Ishmael was.  In Genesis 12 
and again in Genesis 15 God promised to give Abraham offspring as 
numerous as the stars in the sky. But in order for that to happen 
Abraham had to have a son. If you die childless, there are no offspring. 

▪ Abraham and Sarah were getting along in years--probably their late 80s.  
▪ So, Abraham and Sarah concocted a plan to help God keep his promise. 

They decided to engage in a perfectly normal custom of their day, A 
custom that involved Sarah giving Abraham her servant girl Hager to 
sleep with so that Abraham could have the son that Sarah seemed 
unable to give him.  

▪ Ishmael was Abraham's first-born son. He should have been the son of 
the covenant promises but listen to what God told Abraham 

Genesis 17: 15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give[e] you a 
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from 
her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2017&version=ESV#fen-ESV-414e
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born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 19 God said, 
“No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will 
establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 

▪ By God’s election, Ishmael would not be the son of promise--Isaac would.   

Romans 9: 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of 
God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the 
promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 

o There is a difference between children born of flesh and children born of the 
Spirit, born of the promise.   
▪ Naturally speaking, Ishmael was Abraham's first-born son, but he was not 

the child of promise.  In fact, what God did in the case of Isaac and 
Ishmael is filled with meaning for us. 

▪ It was not merely that God elected Isaac and passed over Ishmael. But 
also, that the choice of God involved a supernatural intervention in the 
case of Isaac’s conception. God made Abraham and Sarah wait until their 
90s to have the child of promise, not just as an example of faith to us, but 
to make a point. 

▪ Ishmael was born of Abraham natural powers. It was a man centered 
birth done according to man’s plan.  But Isaac was conceived when 
Abraham and Sarah were well past the age of having children.  It was 
truly a miracle accomplished according to God’s plan. 

▪ It is the same with our spiritual conception and new birth. It too is a work 
of God's electing choice and is also supernatural. We cannot conceive 
spiritual life in ourselves because we are dead in our sins. For us to 
become spiritually alive, God must do a miracle and that miracle starts 
with election. 

▪ God making a choice to do a supernatural work in us. 

• But of course, Paul's readers could argue that Ishmael was an illegitimate son not 
a pure-blooded Jew, so of course God would not choose him. So, Paul continues 
through yet another generation. 
o Isaac would grow up and marry a woman named Rebecca. Rebecca would 

give birth to twins named Esau and Jacob.  Esau would be born moments 
before Jacob. He would be the first-born son of Isaac. He would be the son 
that would have by rights Inherited the covenant blessings and promises. 

Romans 9: 10 - 12 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by 
one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing 
either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not 
because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve 
the younger.”  

▪ The accounts of Abraham and Isaac both show God working in election. 
But the third generation of Jacob and Esau proves every point Paul needs 
or wants to make. 
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▪ Jacob and Esau were born of the exact same parents.  Each was a pure-
blooded Jew.  So, it's not as if one had better ancestry then the other 
that would cause God to elect one rather than the other.    

▪ Esau was first born. He should have been the child of promise but instead 
God chose Jacob. There is nothing to explain this except for the fact that 
God has the sovereign right to direct the destinies of human beings as He 
pleases, entirely apart from any rights thought to belong to us. 

• In the lives of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, we can clearly see God’s pattern of 
electing some and not electing others play out.  There is no question that God is 
making choices—controlling destinies, but what is the basis for God’s choice? 

2. God’s plan of election 

• First, Paul makes it clear that the choice was made before Jacob and Esau were 
born.  Now as we think about that and look at all of Scripture, we have to realize 
that this is not an isolated case, or some kind of exception to the rule.   

Psalm 139: 13 – 16 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 
mother's womb.  14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful 
are your works; my soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  16 Your 
eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the 
days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 

Jeremiah 1: 4 – 5 Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed 
you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born, I consecrated you; I 
appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

o Now you might be tempted to say, yes, but still, it seems as if these are 
special cases.  Jacob, David, and Jeremiah are important people in Biblical 
history, part of God’s plan, so of course God chose them before they were 
born.  But we can’t forget what Paul writes about us in: 

Ephesians 1: 3 – 5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons 
through Jesus Christ, 

▪ God didn’t just choose us before we were born, God chose us before the 
foundation of the world—in other words before the world was born. 

• Clearly God is electing, choosing before the foundation of the world, and not just 
big-name superstars, but each of us.   
o If don’t try to deny or ignore the doctrine of election, then we often try to 

twist it.  “Sure, God chooses, but God knows everything, so He chooses based 
on who He knows will choose Him.”  But there are some problems with this 
thinking.   
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Romans 9: 11 – 12 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good 
or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works 
but because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”  

o Paul makes it clear that God’s choice was not based on performance.  It was 
made before the twins had done anything.  In this, Paul is trying to make it 
clear to us that God’s choice is not based on what we do, or what we will do.   

o In light of everything else that Scripture teaches, think why it has to be true 
that God’s choice is not based on what He foresees us doing.  In fact, we 
already looked at verses that prove this cannot be the case. 

Ephesians 2: 8 – 9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

▪ Isn’t it true, that if God’s choice of us was based on what He foresaw us 
doing that His choice would be based on our works (at least our future 
works)?  If God’s choice was based on His foreknowledge of our choice of 
Him, then wouldn’t we really be saving ourselves?  And wouldn’t we be 
able to boast then in our works? 

Romans 9: 11 not because of works but because of him who calls 

▪ Isn’t Paul making it absolutely clear here that we come to God not 
because of our works that we do, but only because of God’s call.  Each of 
us are so lost in the sin of self, that we will never make our way home to 
God on our own.  We only find our way home because God’s call leads us 
home.  Unless God elects to call us, we will remain lost. 

Romans 9: 11 in order that God's purpose of election might continue, 

3. God’s purpose in election 

• God performs the unconditional election of Jacob over Esau “so that his purpose 
according to election might continue.”  
o So, what is God’s purpose in election?   

Ephesians 1: 4 – 6 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption 
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the 
praise of his glorious grace 

▪ God’s purpose in election is the praise of His glorious grace. 

• This is the purpose that governs all the works of God in our salvation. He elects, 
predestines, calls, redeems, justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies to this end — for this 
purpose: to be seen, enjoyed, and praised as infinitely glorious in his free and 
sovereign grace. 
o Because God’s grace is not based at all on us it is infinitely glorious.  It is 

perfectly beautiful  and great beyond all measure. 
o God’s glorious grace is completely free.  By that I don’t just mean without 

cost to us, but also free of all contingencies. The final reason for all events in 
the universe is in God, himself and not another. The decisive influence of all 
that happens in the world is God’s. He works all things, not just some things, 
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after the counsel of his own will. He alone in all the universe has the freedom 
of ultimate self-determination. 

o And because of that God’s grace is gloriously sovereign.  Nothing can thwart 
what God wants most to do. 

• To deny the doctrine of election is an attempt to diminish the glory of God.   
o If we deny election, then God is not free, because then men would determine 

their own election, not God. He would be bound (not free) to conform to 
their own self-determination. 

o If we deny election then God is not sovereign, because instead of doing 
successfully what He wants most, he would be thwarted again and again by 
self-determining man. 

o If we deny election then God is not glorious, because God’s absolute freedom 
and sovereignty are the essence of the glory of his grace. 

• So, the doctrine of election is not just crucial to us understanding our salvation.  It 
is crucial to us understanding the glory of God. 

• The application to our lives is clear. If the purpose of God — flowing from the very 
essence of what it means to be God — is that He be known, enjoyed, and praised 
as infinitely glorious in His free and sovereign grace, then the meaning of our 
existence is clear.  

• We exist and are saved to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  It is not about us.  It 
is all about God and to God alone be the glory. 

• And underneath this meaning for our lives is the massive assurance: God’s 
purpose will stand. All who are in Christ by faith will stand for all of eternity in 
God’s purpose, because if they ever stopped standing, God’s purpose would fail.  
If God’s purpose fails, His glory fails with it.  That will not and cannot happen.  

Isaiah 42: 8 “I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or my 
praise to idols.” 

• So, spend yourself for this great purpose while you live. All the elect in Christ 
prevail, God’s purpose stands, it cannot fail.  That is why Paul, and we are 
convinced that: 

Romans 8: 38 – 39 neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

• If salvation were up to me, I would blow it. Even if I could choose God savingly, 
which I cannot, I would soon unchoose him and so fall away and be lost. But 
because God chooses me, I can know that I am secure because of his eternal and 
sovereign determination. God began this good work in me according to the 
purpose of his glorious grace  

Philippians 1: 6 and he who began this good work in me will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus. 


