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Destined To Be God’s Magnum Opus 
Romans 8: 28 – 30  

Romans 8: 28 – 29 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. 

• Imagine that.  All things, the good, the bad, the evil, are used by God to mold you, 
and shape into the image of His Son.  What could be better?  What could be more 
glorious?  Just think what that means. 

Hebrews 1: 3 (Jesus) is the radiance of the glory of God  

o And God is using all things in your life to conform and transform you into the 
image of his son, so that your life become a mirror reflecting the son’s glory.  
That is your sure and certain destiny as a Christian. 
▪ From a biblical perspective think with me what the word glory means.  It 

means heavy, weighty.  Now think how the Bible describes the glory of 
man apart from Christ. 

James 4: 14 What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes. 

▪ That’s weightless.  But in Christ your life takes weight because what you 
do in this life for the sake of Christ lasts for eternity and is part of the 
glory story. 

• It is often times an unhappy painful process though, isn’t it?   
o C S Lewis once wrote:  An artist doesn’t go to very much trouble over a sketch 

they might make to amuse a child, but over the magnum opus of his life—the 
work that would define his life—an artist will labor tirelessly—rubbing, 
scrapping, and painting over and over again until everything is perfect. 

o If that picture had feelings, you could imagine it wishing that maybe the artist 
would just be done and leave it alone.  You can imagine it wishing that the 
artist would treat it as a sketch rather than the masterpiece that it is.   

o But the artist can’t do that because this is the work of his life, the love of his 
life, the work that will define his life.  Whether the picture likes it or not the 
artist won’t leave it till the work is finished.  That is what God is doing with us. 

• We need to stop thinking of ourselves and our lives as just sketches that God is 
dabbling with.  If you are a Christian, you are in the process of becoming not just a 
Divine work of art, but a Divine masterpiece.  God’s magnum opus—radiating the 
glory of the Son who is the radiance of God’s glory.  And God is going to continue 
to labor over you until the work is finished. 

Philippians 1: 6 I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  

• Philippians 1: 6 describes the work of God in our lives.  That is why you can be 
sure your destiny as a Christian is sure and certain glory.   
o God started the work, and He is the one who will finish the work.   



2 
 

▪ A painting might be considered a masterpiece, but it is never because of 
what the painting did.  It is what the artist did.  We are in the process of 
becoming God’s magnum opus, not because of what we do, but because 
of what God is doing in our lives to conform us to the image of his son. 

• In reformed theology we call this doctrine the perseverance of the saints.  Simply 
put, the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints is the doctrine that a person 
who is part of the elect of God, a person who is truly saved, is destined to be 
God’s magnum opus.   It is in process now.  It will be completed on the day of 
Christ. 
o What is the day of Jesus Christ?  It is the day of his return.  The day he makes 

everything new again.   

1 John 3: 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 

• Even as God’s children, we don’t often reflect the glory of Christ to the world 
around us, do we?  So, what makes John so sure that one day we will? 
o He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion.  God is doing it.  

The masterpiece isn’t making itself.  God is. 

• We will become what God has destined us to be, because God is working to 
accomplish that in our lives.  If you are a Christian you will persevere to the finish 
not because of what you do, but because of what God is doing in you. 

• That is what the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints is all about.  But is the 
doctrine true?  Well, based on what Paul writes here in Romans 8 it is.   

Romans 8: 28 – 30  And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

• These verses are often referred to as the golden chain of salvation because they 
link together all the things that happen in the course of our salvation.  Those God 
foreknew, he predestined, those he predestined, he called, those he called, he 
justified, those he justified, he glorified.   
o What do you notice about each of the links in that golden chain?  They all 

involve a he and the he is God.  This is God’s work, and he will see it through 
to completion. 

1. God’s purpose 

• Romans 8: 28 is a great comfort to us as we go through the brokenness of this life.  
Nothing is wasted with God.  God is using all things, the good, the bad, and even 
the ugly to accomplish His purpose in the lives of those who love God and are 
called according to His purpose.   
o This is the ultimate ground of assurance.  It is not about us.  It is about God 

and His purpose for us.   

• Look again at the construction of this passage.   
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o Paul makes the grand statement in verse 28 that all things work together for 
good and then in verses 29 and 30 Paul explains what that means.  
▪ God’s purpose in everything is to conform those who He has called to the 

image of His Son—perfect reflections of the glory of the Son.   
▪ You can tell this is God’s purpose from what Paul tells us is the end result 

of the golden chain is at the end of verse 30—“He also glorified.”   

• Why is God’s purpose to glorify us?  Well, now we have to be very careful, don’t 
we?  It is hard for us to understand all of Gods’ purpose because we are not God. 

Isaiah 55: 8 – 9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the Lord.  9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

• In a very real sense, we are standing on holy ground as we look at what Paul 
writes here.  Because as Paul speaks of God’s purpose, God is giving us an insight 
into God’s eternal mind and purpose. 
o Because Paul does this for us, we have a truth that we can know, and know 

with assurance, but not necessarily a truth that we can understand perfectly, 
because our mind is finite, and God’s mind is infinite.   
▪ We can know truth, without understanding why it is true.  A child sings 

“Jesus loves me this I know…” with great assurance, but they have no 
idea why Jesus loves them, and the truth is, neither do you or me.  The 
best of us are as filthy rags compared to the righteousness of Jesus.   

Ezekiel 37: 1 – 2 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me 
around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and 
behold, they were very dry.  

• We, each of us, are those dry bones. As Ephesians 2: 1 says: “you were dead in the 
trespasses and sins …. and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind.”  There was nothing loveable about you or about me.   

Romans 5: 6 – 8 while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly 
….but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

• There is nothing that makes one dry bone more loveable than another.  But while 
we were unlovable, God chose to love us.  God purposed to love us.  Why?  

Romans 8: 29 to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

• Why did God purpose that?  So, we could be glorified.  Why does God want us 
glorified?  Because that is what glorifies Him. 

Ephesians 1: 11 - 12 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel 
of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 
glory.  

• What is our inheritance?  It is our glorification in Christ.  And why does God 
purpose and predestine us to this glorification?  For the praise of His glory.  This 
isn’t about us and what we do.  It is all about God and His glory, and anytime we 
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try to take credit for any part of our salvation by thinking it is our efforts and the 
things we do that are somehow saving us, we are robbing God of His glory. 

• God is working to bring these dry bones to life and glorify us so that the glory of 
the Son might be magnified in the countless mirrors of those who are conformed 
to his image.  Can you think of a better ultimate destiny? 

• Christ is first born—meaning the first who experienced the glory of the 
resurrection, but God created a second-born and a third-born and a millionth-
born so that Christ might be exalted and praised and honored in the midst of a 
redeemed people.  This is the goal of our salvation. 

Revelation 7: 9 – 10 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” 

o This is what God has purposed for us and he had purposed it for His glory. 

• But God didn’t just purpose our salvation for His glory, He also planned it.  That 
really makes sense, doesn’t it?  When you purpose to do something, whether it is 
to bake a cake or build a skyscraper, you make a plan to accomplish what you 
purposed, and we see that here in: 

Romans 8: 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined  

2. God’s plan for our salvation 

• The whole idea of predestination is nothing more than God working out His 
purpose.  God carrying out His plan on both a micro and macro level.   
o Micro is God carrying out a plan for your salvation—making all things work 

together for good in your life to conform you to the image of Jesus. 
o Macro is the big picture of God working out His plan that we see unfolding in 

the Bible.   

• One of the things that is different about how we view the Bible is that we see the 
whole of the Bible as God’s unfolding of His plan to save us.   
o Others, perhaps the majority of evangelical American Christianity, view the 

Bible in two very distinct halves—the Old Testament and the New Testament.  
The Old Testament is for the Jews, and the New Testament is for the Gentiles. 

• But this is not how Scripture presents itself.  From the Garden of Eden forward, 
the Bible answers the question of how God will deal with human rebellion against 
Him.  You can see this clearly in Genesis 3: 15.  Adam and Eve have just rebelled 
and sinned against God, and what does God do? 
o In very broad terms He outlines a plan to bring a savior who will crush the 

head of Satan. 

Genesis 3: 14 – 15 The Lord God said to the serpent, 15 I will put enmity between you and 
the woman,     and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel.” 

o What does that point to?  The death and resurrection of Jesus to redeem us 
from our sins.  At the cross Satan thought he had struck a mortal blow against 
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God—killing the Son, but three days later, as Jesus rose from the grave, Satan 
was the one who was crushed.  That’s what the language of bruise his heel 
and crush his head is all about.   
▪ At the cross a great battle was won.  A battle that won the war.  Oh, the 

war still rages, but the outcome was decided.  
▪ Through the resurrection of Christ, Satan’s head has been crushed, the 

decisive battle has been won.  The outcome war has been decided.  

“From this point on (Genesis 3: 15), all the Old Testament revelation looks forward, 
points forward, and eagerly awaits the promised redeemer.”   Anthony Hoekema  

o Some people, again the majority of evangelical Christianity, believe that the 
Bible is a story of man continually messing up God’s plan and God having to 
come up with a new plan.  But that is a wrong way to look at Scripture.   

Ephesians  1: 9 – 10 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, 
which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 

o From the dawn of time, God’s purpose and God’s plan was to bring Jesus, and 
through Jesus restore shalom by uniting all things in him.  Jesus isn’t just the 
focus of the entire Bible; He is the focus of everything.   

1 Peter 1: 19 – 20 (You were redeemed) with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world but was revealed in 
these last times for your sake.  

▪ When did God decide to send Jesus to die for our sins?  Before the 
foundation of the world.  Now here is where it gets really interesting.  
When did God choose us to be the redeemed? 

Ephesians 1: 4 – 5 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption 
to himself as sons 

▪ God purposed your salvation through Christ before the foundation of the 
world and then He predestined, that is carried our His plan by 
orchestrating history at both a macro and micro level to make you His for 
the praise of His glory. 

• God plan of salvation for us didn’t come into God’s mind after everything else had 
failed. It didn’t even come into His mind after the fall of Adam and Eve.  It was 
always there before the foundation of the world.   

• Christ was always the center of God’s plan and that is why he is the center of all of 
Scripture.  We have already seen Christ is Genesis 3: 15, but Christ is there in all of 
the covenants, in all the pages of the Old Testament.  Here is just a sampling. 
o Jesus forms the foundation for God’s covenant promise to Noah in Genesis 8: 

22 that creation will be sustained for all time. 
o Jesus is the means by which the covenant promise God made to Abraham in 

Genesis 12: 3 would be fulfilled—that all nations would be blessed through 
him. 
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o Jesus would be the fulfillment of the Mosaic covenant  of law and sacrifice by 
perfectly obeying all the Law and then offering himself as the sacrifice for our 
sin thereby securing the blessings of righteousness for us. 

o As Jesus ascended to the right hand of God, he became the fulfillment of the 
covenant promise that God made to David that from David’s family line 
would come a great king who would be the King of Kings. 

• All the covenant promises that God made in the Old Testament were the unveiling 
of His plan to save us.  But we don’t just see that in the covenants of the Old 
Testament, we also see it in the prophets.  For example: 
o Think of the most famous of Isaiah’s prophecies spoken 800 years before 

Jesus was even born, 

Isaiah 53: 4 – 6 Surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 
him stricken,     smitten by God, and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with his wounds we are healed.  6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

▪ Through the death of Christ this prophecy was fulfilled, and our 
redemption secured. 

o Or the prophecy of Micah, 700 years before Jesus was born, that the great 
king that God promised David, would come from David’s hometown. 

Micah 5: 2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient days. 

o How could the prophets speak so authoritatively about events, concerning 
Jesus, which would not happen for hundreds of years?  Because God’s plan of 
salvation was formed before the foundation of the world, and you were 
chosen before the foundation of the world to be the object of that salvation 
to the praise of His glorious grace. 

Ephesians 2: 5 – 7 when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with 
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

▪ We don’t make ourselves alive, we don’t raise ourselves up to the 
heavenly places.  It is all by the power of God, according to the plan of 
God, to the praise of glorious grace.  That is what it is all about.   

3. God’s power for our salvation  

• Look again at at the end of Ephesians 2: 7.  If anything were to go wrong in the 
process of our salvation it would keep God from displaying His grace. 

• But nothing can go wrong in the process of you salvation but God who is saving 
you is more powerful than all.  In the Old Testament Pharoah couldn’t stop God, 
the sin and unfaithfulness of the Israelites couldn’t stop God, the Assyrians and 
Babylonians couldn’t stop God.  In the New Testament church, as hard as the 
Roman tried to stomp out Christianity, they couldn’t stop God. 
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o If anything could frustrate God’s purpose, then it would mean that thing is 
stronger than God.  But there is nothing more powerful than our God, so our 
salvation is absolutely secure. 

John 10: 28 – 29 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch 
them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me,[a] is greater than all, and 
no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  

▪ The salvation that God planned and purposed for you will be carried out 
because is powerful and sovereign over all. 

• What a comfort that is for us.  I pray that you live in that assurance and comfort 
every day, but I have to tell you that the usual response I get to a sermon like this 
goes along these lines.  “This is all well and good Pastor Jeff, but how do I know if I 
am one of the ones God choose before the foundation of the world?  It’s great if I 
am, but if I am not then there is nothing I can do.” 
o I think this why people resist these doctrines that are so clearly taught in 

Scripture.  We want to feel like there is something we can do.  Think how 
foolish that is to trust ourselves to save us more than God.   
▪ But if you are wondering if God has chosen you, then you probably are, 

because otherwise you would have no thought about it.  If you are 
wondering about this, then it is the Holy Spirit drawing you toward God.  
Respond and surrender your life to God. 

Romans 8: 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good 

• Loving God is not the condition for all things working together for good.  Oh no, all 
things are working together for good is the result of God purpose and plan, and 
there is nothing you can do to thwart that purpose and plan because you are not 
more powerful than God. 
o Loving God is not the condition of God working in your life, it is the result of 

God working in your life. 
o You don’t love God to get God to do good things in your life.  You love God 

because he is doing good things in your life. 

• Do you want to know if you are saved?  The answer is easy.  Has God brought you 
to the place in your life where you love him—really love Him?  What does it mean 
to really love God? 

John 14: 15 If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

John 14: 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. 

o You can’t save yourself.  You can’t make yourself into God’s magnum opus.  
But you can look and see if the Spirit of God is working in you to conform you 
more and more to the image of Jesus, because the Gospel doesn’t just save 
us.  It changes us. 

1 Thessalonians 1: 4 – 5 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 
because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction. 
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o How was Paul sure that the Thessalonian believers had been chosen by God, 
and notice there it is unmistakable that God had indeed chosen them?  
Because the Gospel changed their lives. 

• Think about Romans 8: 28.  Why did Paul use the term love rather than trust or 
believe?  Well think about what Paul is talking about here.  It is God using 
adversity in our lives to conform us to the image of Jesus.  If we love God that is 
what we want in our lives, and we might not like the adversity, but we joyfully 
allow God to work because we love Jesus and desire to be like Jesus. 
o There are many people, who when trials and tribulations arise, give up. Who 

don’t persevere in their faith, because in the trials they feel like God has let 
them down?  If you love God for who he is in himself, you make a 
commitment and you endure difficulty. But if you are using God for what he 
gives you, you bail out when suffering comes. 

• Now some of you are like me and you are not finding much assurance in this 
because you are looking at your life and thinking, “I’m not very obedient to God.  I 
do lots of things that I shouldn’t do.  I sure am not God’s magnum opus.” 
o Well, think with me why you are not obedient.  There is just one reason.  

Every time we are disobedient it is because we are loving ourselves more 
than God.  You can make all kinds of excuses but that is the bottom line.   

o So, what is the answer?  To love God more.  But how do we get there?  The 
writer of Hebrews tells us how. 

Hebrews 12: 1 – 3  let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 
us run with endurance (perseverance) the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

o How do we throw off every weight and every sin?  How do we run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us?  We look to Jesus, and we see how 
God has purposed, planned, and worked our salvation in him, so that 
together with Christ we whom God made objects of His affection, before the 
foundation of the world would be for the praise of His glorious grace 
throughout eternity. 

1 John 4: 9 – 11 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his 
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

• There it all is.  Why do we love God?  Because He first loved us; planning and 
acting out this great salvation for us; sending his son to die for us as the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.  And what is the result of understanding how we have been 
loved by God?  We not only love God, but we also love one another.  Obedience 
to the command of Christ. 

• Loving God comes from knowing how God has loved us and results in a life of 
obedience. 


