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The Incomparable Glory That Is Yours 
Romans 8: 16 – 18  

• What does it mean to be a Christian?  The way our culture defines being a 
Christian and the way the Bible defines it are really two very different things. 
o It amazes me how many times I hear people say, “That person is a Christian 

because they believe in God.” 
▪ That may be religious, but it is not being a Christian. 

James 2: 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—
and shudder. 

o Do you see what James is saying to us?  Simply believing in God doesn’t 
separate you out from anybody.  Even the demons believe in God. 
▪ In fact, I want to tell you that the demons and Satan, himself, believe in 

the death of Jesus and his resurrection even more than you do.  They 
were there, they saw the whole thing.  But they are not Christians. 

• So, what is a Christian?  Paul tells us in: 

Romans 8: 16 – 18  The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 
him.18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

• A Christian is a person who through the internal witness of the Holy Spirit is 
convinced that they are a child of God, an heir of God and a fellow heir with 
Christ, and are so convinced of the certainty of their inheritance as a child of God 
that they live their life according to those promises—willingly joining  Christ in his 
sufferings because they know the future glory that awaits them far outweighs any 
suffering they may face today. 

• Being a Christian isn’t simply belief in God, or belief in a moral code, or even mere 
belief that Jesus died on the cross and rose again.  The Bible is very clear, 
abundantly clear, that it is faith that makes a person a Christian.  Belief is the 
starting point of faith, but faith is more than just belief. 

• Imagine a tightrope stretched over Niagara Falls.  Imagine standing there and 
hearing the thundering sound of the pounding water drowning out all other 
sounds as you watch a man step onto the rope and walk across! 
o A man named Charles Blondin did exactly that in the summer of 1859. He 

walked 160 feet above the falls several times between Canada and the United 
States as huge crowds on both sides looked on in awe and amazement.  

o After pushing a wheelbarrow across while blindfolded Blondin asked for some 
audience participation. The crowds had watched and “Ooohed” and 
“Aaahed!” He had proven that he could do it; of that, there was no doubt. But 
now he was asking for a volunteer to get into the wheelbarrow and take a 
ride across the Falls with him! 
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▪ He asked his audience, “Do you believe I can carry a person across in this 
wheelbarrow?” Of course, the crowd shouted that yes, they believed! 

▪ It was then that Blondin posed the question – “Who will get in the 
wheelbarrow?’  No one would. 

• Do you see the difference between mere belief and true faith?  Belief is merely in 
the mind.  Faith is in the actions. 
o Faith gets in the wheelbarrow.  Faith puts it all on the line.  Faith allows a 

person to: 

James 1: 2 Count it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you meet trials (suffering) of 
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And 
let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing. 

• What is it that causes people to not completely trust their life to Jesus?  A lack of 
faith.  Not believing they need someone to save them.  But clearly, we all do.   

Romans 3: 23 For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

Ephesians 2: 1 But as for you, you were dead in your sins. 

Romans 6: 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

o We need the gift of eternal life, so why don’t we take the gift? 
▪ Because we do not believe the promise of the Gospel to the point where 

we entrust our life to it completely.  No matter what we say we believe, 
we don’t truly believe that the promise of eternal glory far outweighs 
whatever suffering I may have to endure. 

1. Why should you believe in this promise of the glory that is yours? 

• The resurrection.  God does not call us to blind faith.  In Jesus, in the cross, in the 
resurrection, God gives us physical tangible evidence to believe. 

• Do you realize what the resurrection of Jesus from the grave means?  If the 
resurrection is true, then it is all true.  

1 Corinthians 15: 13 – 14 if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and 
your faith is in vain.  

• If there is no resurrection, then there is nothing.  This life is indeed all there is, 
and, if that is the case, there is no reason for faith, and you should just eat, drink 
and be merry for tomorrow you die. 
o But don’t you see the opposite is also true?  If Christ has been raised from the 

dead, then it is all true, and believing it to be true changes the way you live. 

• So, is it true?  Was Christ really raised from the dead?  Was he vindicated in his 
suffering?  Let me give you just two reasons why I am sure it is yes.  There are 
actually quite a few more reasons why it is yes, but I’ll just give you these two, 
because these two reasons are based on facts that almost every reputable 
historian agrees are true. 
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o Let’s start with the first fact.  Jesus was a real historical person who died on 
Good Friday, was buried in a tomb own by Joseph of Arimathea, and that 
tomb was empty on Easter morning. 

o Now, how does the empty tomb prove the resurrection is true?   
▪ The resurrection was preached in the same city where Jesus had been 

crucified and buried, shortly before.  Joseph of Arimathea was well 
known, so the burial site was easy to find and verify. 
➢ Jesus' disciples did not go to some obscure place where no one had 

heard of Jesus to begin preaching about the resurrection.  No, they 
began preaching in Jerusalem, 50 days after the tomb was 
discovered to be empty. 

➢ They preached within city blocks of the very place where Jesus had 
died and been buried. They couldn’t have done this if Jesus were still 
in his tomb--no one would have believed them. No one would be 
foolish enough to believe a man had been raised from the dead 
when his body lay dead in the tomb for all to see. 

▪ Second, the Jewish leaders hated Jesus.  If this were taking place in a 
courtroom, they would be considered to be hostile witnesses.  But they 
had to acknowledge that the tomb was empty.   
➢ In Matthew 28:11-15, there is a reference made to the Jew's 

attempt to refute Christianity be saying that the disciples stole the 
body. This is significant because it shows that the Jews did not deny 
the empty tomb. Instead, their "stolen body" theory admitted the 
significant truth that the tomb was in fact empty.  

➢ In fact, the Toledoth Jesu, a compilation of early Jewish writings, also 
acknowledges that the tomb was empty, and attempts to explain it 
away.   

▪ Third, the tomb was discovered empty by women. Why is this important?  
➢ Because the testimony of women in 1st century Jewish culture was 

considered worthless. As one scholar notes, "if the empty tomb story 
were a legend, then it is most likely that the male disciples would 
have been portrayed in the legend as the first to discover the empty 
tomb. The fact that women, whose testimony, in that day, was 
deemed worthless, were the chief witnesses to the fact of the empty 
tomb can only be plausibly explained if they actually were the 
discoverers of the empty tomb." 

o Of course, over the years there are various theories used to explain away the 
empty tomb, such as that the body was stolen. But those theories are 
laughed at today by all serious scholars.  
▪ Certainly, the Jews or Romans had no motive to steal the body--they 

wanted to suppress Christianity, not encourage it by providing it with an 
empty tomb.  

▪ The disciples would have had no motive, either. Because of their 
preaching on the resurrection, they were beaten, killed, and persecuted. 
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Why would they go through all of this for a deliberate lie? No serious 
scholars hold to any of these theories today. 

o What explanation, then, do the critics offer?  
▪ William Lane Craig, a New Testament scholar who authored a book titled 

Reasonable Faith, tells us that "(critics of the resurrection account) are by 
their own admission left without any explanation to offer. There is simply 
no plausible natural explanation today to account for Jesus' tomb being 
empty. If we deny the resurrection of Jesus, we are left with an 
inexplicable mystery."  

▪ The resurrection of Jesus is not just the best explanation for the empty 
tomb, it is the only explanation. 

o But beyond the empty tomb consider those who became disciples of Jesus 
following his death.  In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul lists all the eyewitnesses to 
Jesus’ resurrection.  There are thirteen named witnesses and 500 unnamed.  
In addition to Jesus’ eleven disciples, Paul lists himself and James the half-
brother of Jesus. 
▪ Paul was a persecutor of Christians.  He hated Christ and he hated 

Christians.  Yet suddenly, he went from being the greatest persecutor of 
the church to the greatest promoter of the church.  How do you explain 
that change? 

▪ James, Jesus’ half-brother, thought Jesus was crazy and wanted nothing 
to do with him before his death on the cross.  Jesus was an 
embarrassment to him.  But after Jesus’ resurrection James became not 
just a leader in the church but the main leader in the church, arguably 
even more so that Peter.  How do you explain that? 

▪ On top of those two prime examples, you also had the eleven remaining 
disciples.  Ten of those eleven died as martyrs. How do you explain that? 
➢ Either they were lying, they hallucinated, or they really saw the risen 

Christ.  Which of these is most likely?  
➢ Were they lying? If the resurrection was a lie, then the disciples 

knew it.  Somebody might die for a lie they believed to be true, but 
who would die for a lie that they knew was a lie? 

➢ James, the half-brother of Jesus was thrown from the roof of the 
temple and then beaten with clubs, because he would not renounce 
his faith in Christ.  Paul was persecuted continually and eventually 
martyred.  It is absurd to think that all of these men would die for 
what they knew to be a lie. 

▪ Because of the absurdity of the theory that the disciples were lying, we 
can see why almost all scholars today admit that, if nothing else, the 
disciples at least believed that Jesus appeared to them. But we know that 
just believing something to be true doesn't make it true. Perhaps the 
disciples were wrong and had been deceived by a hallucination? 
➢ The hallucination theory doesn’t hold water because it cannot 

explain the physical nature of the appearances. The disciples record 
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eating and drinking with Jesus, as well as touching him. This cannot 
be done with hallucinations. Second, it is highly unlikely that they 
would all have had the same hallucination.  

➢ Further, the hallucination theory cannot explain the conversion of 
Paul, three years later. Was Paul, the persecutor of Christians, so 
hoping to see the resurrected Jesus that his mind invented an 
appearance as well?  

▪ Since the disciples could not have been lying or hallucinating, we have 
only one possible explanation left: the disciples believed that they had 
seen the risen Jesus because they really had seen the risen Jesus.   

• There are more but just based on these two reasons, shouldn’t you stop doubting 
and believe?  And if the resurrection is true, then it is all true.   
o What is it that is all true?  What does the resurrection of Jesus give us?  Hope 

for eternal life.  
o Why? Because Jesus says that by trusting in Him, we will be forgiven of our 

sins and thereby escape condemnation at the judgment.  But how do we 
know that is true?  How do we know for sure that Jesus’ death pays the debt 
for our sins?  The resurrection. 

Romans 4: 24 – 25 (righteousness) will be counted to us who believe in him who 
raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification. 

▪ Understand what Paul is saying there.  Jesus was crucified to pay for our 
sins, but it is his resurrection that proves that the debt was paid in full—
that God was completely satisfied with what his death accomplished for 
us.  Do you see it there?  He was raised for our justification.   
➢ If God were not satisfied with Christ sacrifice for our justification, 

then Jesus would still be in the tomb.  Apart from the resurrection, 
Christ’s death gives us no hope. 

• You have every reason to get in the wheelbarrow and put all of your trust in Christ 
because the historical evidence proves the resurrection happened, and the 
resurrection is proof that God has forgiven your sins and clothed you in the 
righteousness of Christ.   

• And because you have every reason to trust that completely, you can also 
completely trust in the fact that just as Jesus was raised to glory, you too will be 
raised to glory.  It all hangs together as one.  If the resurrection is true, it is all 
true. 

John 14: 19 Because I live, you also will live. 

• By faith, our life is joined not just to his death, but also to his life and his glory.  
Just think how Jesus prayed for us before he went to the cross. 

John 17: 21 – 23  that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may 
be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become 



6 
 

perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as 
you loved me. 

2. What is the Glory that will be revealed to us through faith in Christ? 

• Normally when we think of the glory that will one day be revealed to us, we think 
in terms of glorious new heavens and earth, certainly there is the promise of that.   

Revelation 21: 10 - 11  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God, 11 having the glory of God, 

o The new heavens and the new earth will indeed be glorious because they will 
have the glory of God, and the promise of eternal life is that we will be in the 
presence of God beholding that glory. 

Revelation 22: 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

▪ In eternity we will live in the light of God’s glory.  That is honestly 
incomprehensible.  Our imaginations can’t even begin to do it justice.   
➢ If we had even an inkling of understanding concerning this glory that 

will be revealed to us, we would count everything else as rubbish 
compared to that glory and get in the wheelbarrow, without a 
second thought, trusting Jesus with everything. 

• But beholding all of that glory is just a part of the glory that will be revealed to us.  
Think again about what Jesus prayed for us. 

John 17: 21 – 23 that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may 
be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become 
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as 
you loved me. 

o Think what Jesus is praying for there.  First, that they may also be in us.  We 
are the they in that verse and the us is the Trinity. 

o Do you realize what that means?  You are not just going to be a beholder, an 
observer, of all of the glory, but, in Christ, you are going to be part of the 
glory of God the Father and God the Son.   

Hebrews 1: 2  (Jesus) is the radiance of the glory of God 

▪ In his flesh Jesus radiated the glory of God, and he has given that glory to 
us.  Think of that.  We are not mere spectators of the glory we are part of 
the glory. 

• How can that be?  How can we be part of the glory?  It is all through what Christ 
has done for us at the cross.   

2 Corinthians 5: 21  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God. 
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o Think what means for you personally.  Through faith in Christ, you are the 
righteousness of Christ, so when God looks at you, He sees his son.  It doesn’t 
get any more glorious than that. 
▪ As Jesus was here on earth, there are several different instances 

recorded in the Gospel accounts, in which God’s voice loudly proclaimed, 
“This is my son who I love, with him I am well pleased.”  What could be 
more glorious than for a son to hear those words from his father?   

▪ In the righteousness of Christ, you are a child of God, and God is speaking 
those words over you, “This is my child with whom I am well pleased.”  In 
Christ, you are not just a beholder of the glory you are given glory and 
are part of the glory.   

Romans 8: 29 – 30 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called 
he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

o In your resurrection you will be glorified by God and made part of the glory.  
Even in this life God is at work conforming you to the image of His son.  

2 Corinthians 3: 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

▪ As you behold the glory of Christ and what he has done for you, your life 
is filled with glory.  In fact, it is right to say the glory of Christ pours out of 
your life like streams of living water to the world around you.  You don’t 
just behold his glory.  You don’t just declare his glory, you radiate his 
glory, as your life is transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Matthew 13: 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. 

▪ But that can only happen if by faith you get in the wheelbarrow and trust 
Christ to work in your life.  

o Now, what is that you are saying?  “I don’t feel very glorious.”  Well of course 
you don’t.  You are still living in a broken world that hasn’t been made new 
again yet.  You are still living in sinful corruptible flesh, not resurrected flesh 
that is incorruptible.  That is why, in faith, we live and wait in the hope of our 
own resurrection. 

1 Corinthians 15: 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
changed. 

▪ That is our final glorification Paul is talking about. 

• If were to ask how many of you believe in the resurrection of Jesus, my guess is 
every hand would go up, but permit me to challenge us.  Do we really believe in a 
way that could be described as faith?  Are we just cheering for Jesus, or are we 
getting in wheelbarrow, laying it all on the line? 
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3. How do we live in light of the promise of the glory that is ours? 

Romans 8: 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

• Last week, I told you that in the Greek, that word translated as consider is an 
accounting term.  So, in other words, Paul is saying, “For I am accounting that the 
sufferings are not worth comparing to the glory.” 
o To see what Paul is talking about, think back to Blondin and the tight rope.  

Why wouldn’t anybody get in the wheelbarrow?  Because rightly or wrongly 
they were accounting that the risk to their life was not worth the glory of 
being in the wheelbarrow. 
▪ Maybe that was a wise choice with Blondin, but is that a wise choice with 

Christ?  Hardly.  Look at how Paul compares the suffering of this life to 
the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

• Suffering is heavy.  It hurts, but look what Paul says, “It is not worth comparing to 
the glory that is to be revealed to us.”  As heavy as suffering seems, it is as if it is 
weightless compared to the weight of glory that is ours in Christ. 

2 Corinthians 4: 16 - 17  Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all comparison, 

o How did Paul know that was true?  By looking to Jesus.  Christ’s suffering on 
the cross was intense, more intense than we could ever begin to imagine, but 
it was nothing compared to having the redeemed of the Lord gathered 
around his throne, singing his praises for all of eternity. 

• Outwardly, each of us are wasting away, but inwardly we are being renewed and: 

2 Corinthians 3: 18 are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory 

• And this glory that is yours in Christ will have no end.   

Romans 8: 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

o The sufferings of this present time, or as Paul put it in 2 Corinthians 4:17 the 
momentary affliction.  The suffering of this life is momentary.  It will come to 
an end one day.   But the glory that is ours in Christ is eternal. 

• As you take an accounting, as you decide whether or not to get in the 
wheelbarrow, consider what Christ’ resurrection means for you.   
o Don’t just nod your head in agreement, but wholly trust in the promise:  

Because he lives you also will live.   
▪ As Paul puts it in Colossians 1: 27 Christ in you is the hope of glory.   

➢ But if Christ is not in you, there is no hope and there is no glory. 
There is just you. 

• The resurrection proves he lives, does he live in you?  Don’t just cheer for Jesus 
and sing his praises, trust your life to him.   

• Do you believe that God raised Jesus from the dead?  If you do, then how can you 
not get in the wheelbarrow, call him Lord, and allow him to control your life?   


