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Not Just a Child, But a Joint-Heir With Christ 
Romans 8: 14 – 17 

Romans 8: 14 – 17 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs 
of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may 
also be glorified with him. 

• What does it mean to be an heir of God?  It means that, through faith in Christ, 
we are heirs to the covenant promise that God made to Abraham. 

Genesis 17: 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you 
and to your offspring after you. 

o God sent His son, Jesus, to die for your sin, so that in Christ, you could have 
God as your Everlasting Father.  So that you could possess God as your God 
and be able to pass on the inheritance to your children.   
▪ The reason why we practice covenant baptism at Foothills is because we 

believe that God has called us to mark our children as heirs to the 
covenant promise.  Our deepest hope as parents, and as a church family 
is that as we live in covenant with God, God will draw our children to 
Himself, so that He would be their God, as well as our God.   

Acts 2: 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself. 

➢ Before the Day of Pentecost, children were marked as being heirs to 
the everlasting covenant that God made with Abraham, to be 
Abraham’s God and the God of Abraham’s offspring, through 
circumcision.  Why would God suddenly exclude children from the 
covenant promise on the Day of Pentecost?   

▪ Baptism is a sign of what God is doing for us, not what we are doing for 
God.  So, as we baptize, in faith we are trusting God to bring our children 
to a point where they claim the inheritance of this covenant promise as 
their own. 
➢ As a pastor, more anything, my desire is that each of the children who 

are already here as part of our Foothills family would come to see the 
value of this inheritance that is theirs.  So that, they would lay down 
everything else in life to have this inheritance as their own.  That is 
really what it means to be a Christian.   

➢ That they would not be like Esau, who even though he was 
circumcised and marked as an heir to the covenant, traded away his 
inheritance  for a bowl of stew.   

➢ Think about that, his hunger for food was so great that he had no 
hunger at all for the things of God.  What are our children hungering 
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for?  There is no greater gift that we can give our children other than 
for them to see us hungering for God.  Valuing the inheritance that is 
ours.  Do they see that in the way we are living our lives? 

o Being a Christian is so much more than just having your ticket punched so you 
can go to heaven someday.  Being a Christian is so much more than just going 
through some religious rituals.  Being a Christian is coming to the point in our 
lives where we say along with the Psalmist: 

Psalm 73: 25 – 26 Whom have I in heaven but you?  And there is nothing on earth that 
I desire besides you.  26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion forever. 

o Those words are the essence of what it means to be heir of God.  God 
becomes so valuable to you that He is your life and everything else is just 
details.  Is that your life?  The life your children see you living? 

o Being a Christian is having eyes of faith to see that there is nothing in this life 
that even begins to compare to being an heir of God and a fellow heir with 
Christ.  We cannot expect our children to see that if we don’t.   

Philippians 3: 7 – 8 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  

▪ Do we have eyes to see life like that?  Oh, that we would: 

Ephesians 1: 18 (have) the eyes of (our) hearts enlightened, that (we) may know what 
is the hope to which he has called (us), what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
in the saints,  

o Pray daily that your children would have eyes to see the value of this glorious 
inheritance.  It is great to pray that they would be healthy, happy, and 
prosper.  But please don’t forget that those things are the things of this 
world, and they are soon passing away.  The only thing of lasting value is this 
glorious inheritance that they have through Christ.   

o Talk with your children and share with them value of this great inheritance 
that is there just waiting for them to claim as their own.  But even more 
importantly, live your life in a way that they see you valuing being an heir of 
God and a fellow heir with Christ more than anything else in your own life. 

o To be an heir of God means that we see the surpassing worth of knowing God 
and being known by God as being worth more than anything else. 

“O my Lord Jesus Christ, if I could be in heaven without thee, it would be a hell; and if I 
could be in hell, and have thee still, it would be a heaven to me, for thou art all the 
heaven I want.”  Samuel Rutherford, Commissioner to the Westminster Assembly of 1643 

• Heaven without God would be like a honeymoon without a groom or a palace 
without a king.  
o The presence of God is the essence of heaven. The presence of God is what 

heaven is all about.  It is our true inheritance.   
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“Thy presence makes our paradise, and where thou art is heaven.” John Milton 

o There is no doubt in my mind that the best part of heaven on the new earth 
will be enjoying God’s presence.  

Revelation 21: 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 

o In heaven our focus won’t be on a family reunion, although I expect there will 
be a grand and glorious one, it will be on God.  And if that will be our all-
consuming focus for all of eternity, then shouldn’t it be our focus today?   
▪ In the Old Testament, God made his dwelling among the Israelites in the 

Holy of Holies, inside the Tabernacle.  The dazzling presence of God 
dwelt there, behind a curtain obscured from the view of the Israelites.  
Only the High Priest could enter that area, and only once a year with a 
blood sacrifice.   

▪ But in the New Heavens and Earth, in the New Jerusalem, the new 
earth’s greatest miracle will be our continual, unimpeded access to the 
God of everlasting splendor and perpetual delight. 

• Think what Jesus said the essence of eternal life is. 

John 17: 3 That they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent. 

• But there is more.  Paul says in verse 17 that we are also fellow heirs with Christ.  
What does it mean to be a fellow heir with Christ?   

1. What is the condition of our inheritance? 

• People who claim to be Christians often think that there are no conditions 
attached to us receiving our inheritance from God.  The mindset of many 
Christians is that “I believe in Jesus.  I have that insurance policy that I will cash in 
on the day I die.  I’ve got the mansion just over the hilltop all sewed up, so now I 
can get on with life.”   
o But Paul makes it clear in verse 17 that merely going through religious rituals, 

having your ticket punched, saying a prayer, raising your hand, walking down 
the aisle is not enough.  There is a condition to our receiving the inheritance.   

Romans 8: 17 fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we 
may also be glorified with him. 

o There is the condition.  Union with Christ, in all of life—from a-z—from 
suffering to glory.  That is what Paul is talking about there.   

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus; For my life is wholly bound to His 
Oh, how strange and divine, I can sing: All is mine! Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

• I don’t know where we get this idea that half hearted commitment to Jesus is 
good enough to get the inheritance.  Jesus never presented it that way. 
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Mark 8:34  And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “If 
anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and 
follow Me. 

Luke 9: 62 “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom 
of God.” 

o To be in the inheritance, we have to be in Jesus from a - z.  Why?  Because we 
are fellow heirs with him.  Without him, we have nothing.  It is only through 
Christ that we have an inheritance. 

John 14: 6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 

▪ It is in Christ that we are chosen: 

Ephesians 1: 4 even as (God) chose us in (Christ) before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him. 

➢ God sees us before we existed in such a way that our election hangs 
on our being connected somehow with Jesus before we even exist. 

▪ It is in Christ that God redeems us from bondage to sin, Satan, and death. 

Ephesians 1: 7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 

➢ The only way that grace flows to a sinner is through our 
connection with Christ. Without this union with Christ, we’re 
dead. There’s no redemption. 

▪ As a result of being chosen in Christ, and redeemed in Christ, we are 
sealed (marked as God’s possession) in Christ. 

Ephesians 1: 13 – 14 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who 
is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of 
his glory. 

▪ In Christ we have everything, including the righteousness we need in 
order to enter into the presence of God. 

Philippians 3: 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God that depends on faith 

o The only way we can be heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ is in Christ. 

1 Corinthians 1: 30 – 31 And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

o It is only in connection with Christ that we have anything worth having.  He 
became our righteousness. He became our wisdom. He became our 
redemption and sanctification.  All of that only happens in him.   
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▪ And notice what is it that causes us to be in Christ.  It is not our wisdom, 
our cleverness, our righteousness, or our sanctification.  It can’t be 
because all that comes from Christ.  So, if it is not us, then how do we get 
in Christ?  Look how verse 30 begins, “because of Him.”  Who is the Him?  
It is God.  We are heirs of God, fellow heirs with Christ because God 
through Jesus Christ has made us so. 

• We didn’t decide to have God as our adopted Father.  God chose us as His 
children. 
o if you are sure that you are in Christ, then give God all the glory and praise 

because He is the one who has put you in Christ, and made you a fellow heir 
with Christ, and humbly walk with Him. 

o If you are not sure that you are in Christ, don’t go home with out making 
sure.  If you are halfhearted, filled with ambivalence and doubts, don’t stay 
that way.  Ask God to give you a wholehearted devotion to Him. 

2. What is the nature of our inheritance that we share with Christ? 

• The nature of our inheritance is one of absolute certainty.  When it comes to an 
inheritance, that a person may leave to us, there are two ways we could lose it.    
o First, the giver of the inheritance could lose what they were going to give as 

an inheritance.   
▪ There is no chance of God doing that because everything is His.   

Psalm 24: 1 The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who 
dwell therein, 

o But there is another way a person can lose their inheritance, and that is if 
they fall out of favor with the one leaving them the inheritance.  But don’t 
you see that based on what we have already talked about, that also is an 
absolute impossibility? 
▪ If our life is hidden in Christ, we can never fall out of favor with God, 

because Christ is the apple of God’s eye.  If it were up to us and our 
righteousness then, yes, we certainly could and would fall out of God’s 
favor, but it is not our righteousness.  It is the righteousness of Christ 
that is given to us by faith that holds us fast. 
➢ We are what we are not because of what we do, but because God 

works in us.  It is God who chooses, God who calls, God who justifies, 
God who glorifies.  That comes straight from Romans 8: 33.   

▪ Our inheritance is not about how we hold onto God but about how God 
holds onto us.  Jesus made that clear. 

John 10: 28 – 30  I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are 
one.” 

▪ The security of our inheritance is not based on the fickleness of our faith 
but on the unchangeable nature of God’s character. 
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Hebrews 6: 17 – 18 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of 
the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an 
oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the 
hope set before us. 

• Because God is unchangeable the will is unchangeable.   

Titus 1: 2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages 
began 

o If we are in Christ, we are in the will. 

1 Peter 1: 3 – 5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

3. What is the content of our inheritance with Christ? 

• Perhaps it would be helpful to think in terms of a prince who was an heir to a 
throne.  And this is not a stretch for us, because the Bible says that is what we are. 

Revelation 3: 21  The one who conquers (and Paul tells us in Romans 8 that we are 
more than conquerors), I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also 
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.  

o I think one of our problems is that we don’t really think about ourselves in 
this way. But it is true.   

Ephesians 2: 5 – 6 by grace you have been saved— 6 and (God has) raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

o In Christ you rule and reign today.  It is your future and your present reality.  
Notice Paul writes that in the past tense.  It is a done deal.  

• A glorious kingdom certainly awaits us, but as heirs to the kingdom, we live in the 
kingdom today.  In Christ, you are a prince or princess in the kingdom.  You have 
power and authority.  

Matthew 28: 18 – 20 Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always,   

• Think what Paul has been telling us here in Romans 8.  We no longer have the 
status of slave or orphan.  We have the Spirit of Sonship.  And who are we sons 
of?  God.  And our elder brother, Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords.  So, 
what does that make us?  Princes, and princesses of the most powerful kingdom 
in the universe.  Let’s live like it.   
o Our king has put us here to bring his kingdom.  How will you use the power 

and authority you have in Christ, to make Sturgis a better place to live?  We 
don’t shrink back; we bring the kingdom.   
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• The children of God are given authority over sin and the devil. They are to move 
about in the world knowing that it belongs to their Father. There should be a 
confidence and poise about us.  Along with that also comes a new name. 

Revelation 3:12 The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my 
God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and 
the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God 
out of heaven, and my own new name. 

o We don’t know exactly what that glorious new name will be, but even today, 
in Christ, we bear a new name, Christian.   
▪ Christian literally means of the party of Christ.  Christ means anointed 

one, or Messiah.  Our family name isn’t Neikirk, or Kornegay, or Voigt.  It 
is Christian—of the party of the Messiah, the king. 

▪ Even the name we bear confirms the authority we have in Christ.  We are 
the party of the King of kings and Lord of lords.   
➢ I know what you are thinking.  Well, theoretically I may be a prince or 

a princess, but that doesn’t match up to the reality of my life.  I’ve got 
trouble.  I’ve got trouble with my spouse, trouble with my kids, 
trouble with my job, trouble with my finances, trouble with my 
neighbors, trouble with my health, trouble with politicians. 

➢ Do you know what I say to all of that?  Good.  I don’t want to trivialize 
anybody’s suffering, but generally speaking, fruit doesn’t grow on the 
mountain top it grows in the valleys.   

• If you are an heir, especially an heir to a kingdom, you are going to be sent to the 
best schools.  Sometimes, oftentimes, our Heavenly Father sends us to the school 
of hard knocks to train us to take our seat of authority in the Kingdom.   

Hebrews 12: 5 – 11 “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be 
weary when reproved by him.  6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves and chastises 
every son whom he receives.”….God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline?.....He disciplines us for our good, that we may 
share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, 
but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained 
by it. 

o God’s discipline, suffering, may be painful but think what it does.  It confirms 
and conforms.  It confirms your Sonship, that you are God’s child, and it 
conforms you to the image of Christ, by training you and shaping you into 
what God wants you to be.   

1 Peter 4: 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as 
you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. 

• Suffering and glory and are part of our inheritance.  In fact, it is enduring 
suffering, as a true son, that prepares us for the future glory that awaits us.   
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o Suffering is the now part of our inheritance.  Glory is the future part.  Good 
kings work hard to make sure their children are ready to ascend to power.  

• But even as they await the day of glory, heirs are let in on the secrets of the 
Kingdom, and that too is one of the immediate benefits of our inheritance.  We 
may not yet be let in on all the secrets, but we know some of the secrets. 

Ephesians 2: 7 – 10 the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, 
which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

o As an heir, you have the Spirit of God in you to make the word of God known 
to you.  You may not know all the details, but you know what is going on, and 
how it is all going to end.  You may not see quite how everything fits 
together, but you live in the assurance that it does.  And that changes how 
you suffer and how you live. 

Romans 8: 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 

o What is that good?  That through it all, God is working to conform you to the 
image of His Son.  Why?  

Romans 8: 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son 

Whatever my lot thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well, with my soul. 

• This is a key part of what it means in Romans 8:17 to be glorified. We will share in 
the glory of God in the sense that we are being conformed to the image of his 
Son, so that like the Son, we too can enjoy him and all his gifts the way Jesus does.  
o When it is all said and done, and even now, it will all be from Him and 

through Him and to Him, and our joy will be full, and his glory will be made 
know to us and through us. 

• Think what our inheritance is.  It is the world. The earth and all that is in it. The 
nations. All things.   
o But practically what does that mean? Everything that exists serves your joy. 

Nothing will have a final say in trumping your joy.  
▪ In the verse I referenced earlier from Romans 8: 28 “All things work 

together” really means all things. even the negative things.  God wins in 
the end.  God does not merely defeat every enemy of your good but 
turns those  enemies into servants to work good in your life.  

▪ Tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword” — we don’t just conquer, we more than conquer (Romans 
8:35-37). All things are yours — life and death — all things are yours. All 
things will serve your everlasting joy.  This is your inheritance. 

• In Christ, all is yours.  In Christ, you are more than a conqueror.  Remember who 
you are in Christ. 

Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine.  Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine. 


